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DEARNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  the  Year  1949 

▼ 


Divisional  Public  Health  Office, 
Council  Offices, 

Adwick  Road, 

Mexborough. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year 
1949,  and  as  it  represents  a great  step  forward  in  executive  social 
medicine,  I find  this  a pleasant  duty. 

This  year,  for  the  first  time,  the  Report  includes  a brief  syn- 
opsis of  the  work  carried  out  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  on 
behalf  of  the  Local  Health  Authority,  and  this  has  been  done  in 
order  that  a fuller  impression  of  the  broad  picture  of  the  Public 
Health  work  carried  out  in  the  District  may  be  obtained.  I wish 
to  emphasise  the  point  that  Community  Health  depends  not  onl> 
upon  environmental  factors  such  as  atmospheric  pollution,  hous- 
ing standards,  overcrowding,  cleanliness  in  the  preparation  and 
sale  of  food,  and  many  other  matters  which  concern  you  intim- 
ately, but  also  the  medical  care  and  welfare  of  the  incMviduals  in 
the  community,  which  I am  glad  to  say  has  made  remarkable 
strides  forward  in  the  year  under  review. 

During  the  whole  of  the  year,  the  integration  of  the  environ- 
mental work,  represented  in  the  main  by  the  great  volume  of 
visiting  carried  out  by  the  Sanitary  Department,  with  the  Per- 
sonal Health  Services  has  been  weli  maintained. 

The  main  objects  of  my  work  during  the  year  have  been  to 
control  the  wastage  of  infants,  and  in  this  matter  success  has 
attended  our  efforts,  mainly  through  the  fine  work  carried  out  by 
my  colleagues  in  General  Practice,  the  midwives,  and  Dr.  J.  C.  A. 
Renshaw,  in  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  clinics  and  the  Reg- 
ional Hospital  Board’s  Maternity  Unit.  Child  birth  in  this  area 
is  safer  than  ever  before,  both  to  the  mother  and  her  child.  How 
well  have  our  mothers  done  in  their  own  care  and  the  care  of 
their  children  can  be  seen  in  the  Report,  and  they  should  bo  con- 
gratulated on  their  fine  achievement. 
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The  learn  of  Health  Visitors,  Midwives,  and  Home  Nurses 
have  carried  out  most  valuable  work  in  their  respective  spheres 
of  Community  Health  and  Welfare,  and  1 look  forward  confi- 
dently to  a continued  betterment  in  all  the  statistics  of  your 
District. 

Many  statements  have  been  made  about  the  tripartite  nature 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  how  medicine  is  now 
divided  Into  three  compartments — the  Regional  Hospital  Board, 
the  Executive  Council,  and  the  Local  Health  Authority.  In  your 
District  1 am  glad  to  say  that  easy  working  between  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  other  bodies  has  been  the  constant  rule, 
although  there  can  be  no  doubt  that,  particularly  in  matters 
dealing  with  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  and  the  health  of  the 
School  Child,  there  is  a possibility  of  “too  many  cooks  spoiling 
the  broth.” 

Mutual  help  between  the  Department  and  my  colleagues  in 
General  Practice  has  been  an  every  day  occurrence  and  I look 
forward  to  the  further  strengthening  of  the  link  by  the  advent 
of  Health  Centres. 

Relations  with  the  Rotherham  and  Mexborough  Hospital 
Management  Committee  have  been  very  cordial,  and  the  fact  that 
a smooth  running  scheme  for  the  care  and  after  care  of  the  sick 
at  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  had  been  in  existence  for 
seven  months  at  the  end  of  the  year,  shows  that  the  co-operation 
between  this  Hospital,  the  General  Practitioners,  and  the  West 
Riding  County  Council,  which  has  been  strongly  marked  in  the 
past,  was  still  flourishing. 

1 have  been  impressed  strongly  by  the  preventive  aspect  of 
disease  that  is  constantly  in  the  mind  of  the  busy  General  Prac- 
tioners  in  your  District. 

An  increase  in  the  amount  of  advice  and  propaganda  on 
Health  Education  has  been  noticeable  at  all  the  five  clinics  in  the 
Division,  and  I expect  this  to  be  increased  as  the  years  go  by,  and 
I feel  sure  that  this  will  bring  rich  dividends  in  the  health  of  the 
community. 

I feel  it  is  my  duty  to  mention,  once  again,  the  oft  recurring 
trouble  in  the  Dearne  Urban  area  arising  from  the  discolouration 
of  the  public  water  supply.  The  residents  have  been  very  toler- 
ant despite  the  serious  inconvenience  caused  but  I am  hopeful 
that  the  Water  Board’s  promises  of  improvement  in  the  supply 
will  not  be  long  delayed. 

A foreword  to  this  report  would  be  incomplete  without  some 
reference  to  what  1 feel  is  practical  proof  of  the  effects  of  your 
very  improved  Public  Health  Services  as  shown  in  the  vital  stat- 
istics for  1949.  Comparisons  may  be  said  to  be  odious,  but  it  is 
necessary  to  quote  rates  from  years  past  comparing  these  with 
figures  in  this  report,  e.g. 


Average  figures  for  years 


1930  to  1930  (both  inclusive) 

1949 

Diphtheria  (Number  of  cases)  

38 

Nil 

Birth  Rate  •••  •••  ...  ...  ... 

19.99 

22.3 

Death  Rate  ...  . ..  ...  . ..  ... 

9.91 

10.4 

Infantile  Mortality  Rale,  (Deaths  of  child- 
ren under  one  year  of  age  per  1,000 
live  births)  

84.41 

44.53 

The  saving  of  infant  life  is  here  well  illustrated  and  I venture 

to  forecast  improved  rates  in  the  future. 

Community  health  in  the  Dearne  area  has  not  been  seriously 
afTected  by  any  environmental  factor,  although  the  polluted  con- 
dition of  Die  atmosphere  arising  from  coal  smoke  must  have  a 
very  detrimental  effect.  The  wastage  of  hours  of  energy  in  com- 
bating dirt  arising  from  the  burning  of  coal,  the  damage  done  to 
buildings,  to  vegetation  and  last  but  not  least,  the  strain  placed 
on  your  public  scavenging  service  and  the  need  for  disposal  of 
the  waste  ashes,  appear  to  have  been  too  long  accepted  as  being 
usual  in  this  mining  area. 

1 wish  to  thank  members  of  the  Dearne  Council  for  their  in- 
terest in  Public  Health  matters  and  the  support  they  have  given 
me  during  the  year. 

I have  found  the  Sanitary  Department  of  your  Council  to  be 
most  efficient  in  all  matters  it  undertakes  and  it  has  been  a pleas- 
ure for  me  to  work  with  this  Department,  under  the  able  and 
experienced  guidance  of  Mr.  G.  H.  Allemby,  your  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector. 

I also  wish  to  thank  Mr.  F.  Hawksworth,  the  Clerk  to  the 
Council,  and  all  the  Officials  of  the  Council  for  their  co-operation 
and  help.  Also  to  thank  my  Senior  Clerk  and  staff  for  the  un- 
grudging manner  in  which  they  have  so  well  carried  out  their 
duties  during  the  year. 

I remain,  » 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  LEIPER, 

M.B.E.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

The  Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  TIIE  AREA. 


Area  (dn  acres)  

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 


Mid.  1949  

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (31st  December,  1949) 

according  to  Rate  Books  

Rateable  Value  

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate 

Annual  Rainfall  

Number  of  days  on  which  rain  fell 


3,870 

24,170 

6,462 
£77,891 
£324  10  11 
20.96  ins. 
135 


The  social  conditions  of  the  area,  which  lies  in  the  Dearne 
Valley  of  South  Yorkshire  are  those  associated  with  the  growth, 
during  the  century  of  deep-seam  coal  mining  situated  in  prox- 
imity to  old  villages.  The  chief  industry  carried  on  in  the  area 
is  that  of  coal  mining  together  with  its  ancillary  by-products  and 
during  the  year  there  has  been  a minimal  amount  of  unemploy- 
ment. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1949. 

Males  • Females  Total 

Live  Births : Legitimate  255  265  520 

Illegitimate  10  9 19 


265  274  539 


Males  Females  Total 

Stillbirths  5 3 8 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated 

resident  population  Mid  1949  ...  22.3 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

and  still)  births  14.6 

Deaths  (all  ages) 130  122  252 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  estimated 

population  10.4 

Adjusted  Death  Rate  per  1,000  esti- 
mated population  13.5 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : 


Deaths. 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis...  Nil 
Other  maternal  causes  1 


Death-rate  per 
1,000  total  (live 
and  still)  births 

Nil 

1.82 


1.82 


Total  1 


1 


Death-rate  oi  Iniants  under  one  year  of  age: 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  44.53 

Legitimate  iniants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  46.4 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  Nil 


ilealhs  from — Lancer  (all  ages)  ...  •'...  • 37 


Measles  (ail  ages) 

• « • • • 

Nil 

Whooping  Lough  (all  ages) ... 

• 4 • • • 

Nil 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  during  1949. 

4 

Lauses  of  Death 

Males 

Females 

1. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

— 

— 

2. 

Lerebro-Spinal  Fever  

— 

— 

3. 

Scariei  Fever 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping  Lough  

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

6.- 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

6 

7 

7. 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  

1 

1 

8. 

Syphilitic  Diseases  

1 

■ 1 

9. 

innuenza 

3 

2 

10. 

Measles 

— ■ 

4 

11. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis 

— ■ 

; •• — 

12. 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis  

— „ 

i • , . . . 

13. 

Lancer  of  Buccal  Lavity  and  Oesaphagus 

i ! . - ■ 1 3 !, 

* »■  . -y 

(m)  and  Uterus  (f)  

i 

4 

14. 

Lancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

3 

3 

15. 

Lancer  of  Breast  

— 

3 

16. 

Lancer  of  all  other  sites  

11 

12 

17. : 

Diabetes 

— 

2 

18. 

Intracranial  Vascular  Lesions  

9 

14 

19. 

Heart  Disease  ...  ...  

34 

25 

20. 

Other  Diseases  of  Circulatory  System 

3 

3 

21. 

Bronchitis  ...  1 

14 

13 

22. 

Pneumonia  

4 

5 

23. 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ...  ... 

3 

— 

24. 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  

1 

. .•  — 

25. 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 

2 

2 

26. 

Appendicitis  

1 

1 

27. 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

3 

5 

28. 

Nephritis  , * 

3 

1 

29. 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis 

— 

-T- 

30. 

Other  Maternal  Causes  

— 

i 

31. 

Premature  Birth  

5 

3 

32. 

Congenital  Malformations,  Birth  injuries, 

etc.  2 

3 

33. 

Suicide  

4 

— 

34. 

Road  Traffic  Accidents  ...  

— 

— 

35. 

Other  violent  causes i 

4 

2 

36. 

All  other  causes  

12 

9 

- , - - Total  from  all  causes 

130 

122 
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A comparison  of  Hie  various  rates  in  your  District  as  against 
England  and  Wales,  the  126  County  Boroughs,  etc.,  and  the  148 
smaller  towns  are  appended  as  an  appendix  to  this  report,  see 
page  40. 

Infantile.  Mortality  Rate. 

in  all,  24  children  under  one  year  of  age  died  from  a total  of 
539  births,  representing  a rate  of  44.53  deaths  per  thousand  live 
births  (England  and  Wales  Rate  — 32).  This  figure  is  lower  than 
that  returned  last  year  of  54.9  per  1,000  related  births,  and  I expect 
the  figure  to  fall  each  year.  With  Ante-Natal  care  at  the  Surgery 
and  Ante-Natal  Clinics,  with  Domiciliary  visifing  of  the  expec- 
tant mother  group  by  the  Midwives,  and  by  visits  paid  by  Health 
Visitors  to  the  houses  where  infants  are  living,  it  is  expected  that 
infant  wastage  will  be  controlled.  As  the  total  number  of  births 
in  your  District  are  low,  variations  in  this  Infant  Mortality  Rate 
will  occur,  but  I am  satisfied  that  the  trend  in  your  District  is 
favourable. 

Prematurity  is  the  main  cause  of  death  in  infants  under  1 
year  of  age  and  adequate  steps  are  already  being  taken  to  mini- 
mise the  deaths  of  low  weight  infants. 

I feel  that  the  importance  of  the  first  year  of  life  is  not  fully 
realised.  In  effect  this  is  such  that  should  an  infant  attain  one 
year  of  life  it  can  reasonably  be  expected  to  live  to  a normal  ex- 
pectancy of  life. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  no  illegitimate  infant  under  one 
year  of  age  died  during  the  year,  whereas  last  year  four  such 
infants  died  . 

Of  the  24  children  who  died  under  1 year  of  age  during  the 
year,  the  following  table  gives  the  age  and  cause  of  death. 

Infants  under  1 year  of  age  1949. 


Age  at  Death 


Weeks 

Months 

75 

Cause  of  Death 

Un- 

der 

1 

1-2 

2-3 

3-4 

1-2 

2-3 

3-6 

6-9 

9-12 

o 

Eh 

Pneumonia,  Broncho- 
pneumonia and 
Acute  Bronchitis  ... 

1 

2 

1 

— 

4 

Prematurity  

8 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Gastro-enteritis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Congenital  Malforma- 
t i o n •••  •••  ••• 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Staphylococcal  Skin 
Infection  

1 

1 

Accidental  Causes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

.. 

o 





2 

Marasmus  

— 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 



1 



1 

Icterus  

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

9 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

3 

1 

— 

24 

9 


The  twenty-four  infant  deaths  occurred  during  the  follow- 
ing months  of  the  year 


January 

February 

March 


April 

May 

June 


2 

1 


3 


July 

August  ... 
September 

October 

November 

December 


Maternal  Deaths. 

There  was  one  death  due  to  other  maternal  causes.  This  was 
a case  of  a medical  hazard  in  an  expectant  mother  which  proved 
fatal  after  the  confinement.  I am  satisfied  that  every  care  was 
taken  in  this  case  and  that  the  death  was  not  preventable. 

There  was  one  death  from  other  maternal  causes  during  the 
previous  year. 


SECTION  B. 

1.  General  provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area. 

2.  Mental  Health  Services. 

3.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

4 Section  47  of  National  Assistance  Act. 

No  action  was  taken  by  me  during  the  year  under  this  Sec- 
tion. 

A comprehensive  survey  of  the  above  services  are  detailed  in 
the  Divisional  Report  appended  hereto. 


SECTION  C. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

The  main  difficulty  from  the  Public  Health  aspect  of  the  hous- 
ing problem  in  your  Area  has  been  the  control  of  the  conditions 
under  which  squatters  are  living  in  the  Lowfield  Road  hutments. 
During  the  year,  these  conditions  had  in  my  opinion  become  a 
hazard  to  the  health  of  expectant  mothers  and  nursing  mothers 
and  you'ng  children  living  in  them.  I have  been  impressed  by 


the  fact  that  you  have  made  one  of  the  main  factors  in  the  rehous- 
ing of  families,  the  degree  of  overcrowding  existing  in  the  various 
homes.  During  the  year,  your  decision  was  made  to  rehouse 
those  cases  of  Tuberculosis  living  under  such  overcrowded  con- 
ditions where  children  had  to  sleep  in  the  same  bedroom  as  the 
parent  who  was  suffering  from  this  disease. 

Eight  such  cases  were  rehoused  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

1 have  been  impressed  by  the  issue  of  Section  93,  Statutory 
Notices  in  respect  of  houses  which  require  repair,  and  note  that 
during  the  year  the  vast  majority  of  these  nuisances  were  abated. 

ft  was  noted  that  there  was  a relatively  high  infant  mortality 
and  morbidity  rate  amongst  the  inhabitants  of  the  sub-standard 
properties  and  arrangements  were  made  for  the  Health  Visitor  to 
visit  them  as  frequently  as  possible  to  ensure  that  every  possible 
advice  was  given,  and  precaution  taken,  to  minimise  the  detri- 
mental effect  on  the  children’s  health  whilst  living  under  these 
lowered  housing  standards. 

SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND 

OTHER  DISEASES. 

(i)  As  will  be  seen  from  the  following  tables,  Measles,  Scar- 
let Fever  and  Whooping  Cough  constituted  a majority  of  the 
number  of  diseases  which  were  notified  to  me  for  your  District 
during  1949. 

A fairly  heavy  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  outbreak  oc- 
curred during  the  year,  but  the  most  serious  of  the  notifications 
were  the  116  cases  of  notified  Scarlet  Fever — an  increase  of  35  on 
the  figure  for  1948.  My  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers,  to- 
gether with  Mr.  Allemby  and  his  staff,  combined  in  an  effort  to 
check  this  disease,  and  I am  confident  that  in  spite  of  the  heavy 
notifications,  the  precautions  which  were  taken  saved  a far 
heavier  incidence  of  this  disease.  W'fiole  classes  of  children  were 
swabbed  for  throat  and  nasal  specimens,  in  an  attempt  to 
isolate  carriers  in  schools,  and  in  several  cases  dust  specimens 
were  taken  from  classroom,  desks,  etc.  Children  who  were  found 
to  be  carriers  of  this  disease  were  excluded  from  school  at  the 
earliest  possible  opportunity. 

I have  pleasuredn  reporting  that  only  two  cases  of  suspected 
Diphtheria  were  notified  to  me  during  the  year,  and  neither  of 
these  cases  were  subsequently  confirmed.  Similarly  two  cases 
of  acute  Poliomyelitis  were  subsequently  re-diagnosed  and  con- 
firmed as  Cerebral  Spinal  Fever. 

On  the  17th  April,  1949,  a case  of  suspected  Smallpox  was 
notified  to  me  from  your  District.  Ministry  of  Health  Specialists 
were  consulted  and  contact  tracing  and  preventive  vaccinations 
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were  given  to  all  possible  conlacls.  The  patient  was  transferred 
to  the  Laceby  Smallpox  Hospital,  Nr.  Grimsby,  under  the  care  of 
Dr.  J.  Kerr.  All  Medical  Practitioners  in  the  area  were  alerted 
oi  this  case,  but  1 am  pleased  to  report  that  following  further  in- 
vestigation, the  case  was  not  confirmed  as  smallpox,  and  was 
subsequently  re-diagnosed  as  adult  chicken-pox.  The  patient 
recovered  and  was  discharged. 

During  the  year  an  immunisation  scheme  was  organised 
for  the  schools  in  the  Dearne  Area,  and  Clinics  were  also  held 
in  the  Child  Welfare  Centres.  The  children  immunised  during 
1949  in  your  District  were  as  follows  : — 

Under  5 years  of  age  238 

5 to  14  years  of  age  261 

Booster  Doses  481 

A Table  showing  percentage  rates  of  children  immunised 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949,  is  appended  in  the 
Divisional  Report  under  the  Section  headed  “Vaccination  and 
immunisation.” 

The  efficiency  of  combined  Pertussis-Diphtheria  Antigen  is 
still  being  investigated,  and  controlled  field  trials  of  various 
vaccines  are  still  taking  place  throughout  the  country. 

infectious  diseases. 


Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1949. 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  

277 

1 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

96 

— 

— 

Small  Pox  

i * 

1 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

116 

106 

— 

Diphtheria  

2 * 

2 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

• 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  

1 

1 

— 

Acute  Pneumonia  

41 

2 

9 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

2 t 

2 

— 

Erysipelas  

10 

■ — 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

n 

7 

— 

Food  Poisoning  

i 

1 

* Nil  cases  confirmed, 
t Nil  cases  confirmed. 

§ 3 cases  only  confirmed. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  1949. 
Age  Distribution. 


a> 

S) 

< 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia 

Measles 

i 

Whooping 

Cough 

Poliomyelitis 

Erysipelas 

Cerebro  Spinal 

Fever 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Smallpox 

Food 

Poisoning 

Under  1 

_ 

4 

ii 

20 

_ 

_ 

1 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1—  3 

14 

— 

2 

76 

28 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

3—  5 

30 

— 

8 

106 

22 

— 

— 

1 

— - 

— 

— 

5—10 

56 

— 

2 

78 

25 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

10—15 

13 

1 

3 

6 

15 — 35 

3 

— 

6 

— 

1 

— 

3 

2 

1 

1 

— 

35—45 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 05 

— 

1 

10 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

05’s  over 

— 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

116 

2 

41 

277 

96 

2 

10 

7 

1 

1 

1 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


(ii)  Thirty-eight  new  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notilied  during  the  year,  21  being  males,  and  17  females.  This 
number  was  the  same  as  that  notified  for  194S,  but  an  increase 
of  six  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  reported.  A 
total  of  seven  new  cases  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were 
notified,  four  being  male  and  three  female,  and  all  were  in  the  1- 
15  year  age  groups.  The  efficiency  of  notifications  in  the  Area  is 
high,  and  on  receipt  of  notifications,  contact  investigations  and 
advice  is  given  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor. 

There  were  13  deaths  of  notified  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuber- 
culosis, and  two  deaths  of  Non-Pulmonary  cases.  This  represents 
a reduction  of  seven  deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and  an 
increase  of  one  death  resulting  from  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculo- 
sis over  the  deaths  for  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1948. 

Tne  statistics  show,  and  I am  being  reminded  fairly  con- 
stantly by  the  Consultant,  that  this  Divisional  Area  as  a whole  is 
a black  area.  I am  pleased  to  report  that  the  follow-up  on  domicil- 
iary cases  has  been  carried  out  very  well  by  the  two  Tuberculosis 
Health  Visitors.  Sputum  cups  have  been  obtained  for  domicil- 
iary cases,  and  8 domiciliary  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
have  also  been  rehoused  during  the  year  through  your  District 
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Council,  whom  l approached  at  the  start  of  1949  on  this  vital 
question  of  re-housing.  Five  of  the  cases  who  were  re-housed 
were  priority  cases,  who  were  recommended  through  the  agency 
of  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitor,  the  Consultant  Chest  Physi- 
cian and  myself. 

Arrangements  were  made  during  the  year  for  a Mass  Minia- 
ture Radiography  Survey  to  be  conducted  in  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre,  Mexborough.  The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  based  at 
Sheffield  carried  out  this  survey  and  it  was  an  outstanding  suc- 
cess. A detailed  synopsis  of  the  results  of  this  survey  can  be 
found  in  the  Divisional  Report  under  the  heading  “Section  28 — 
Care,  After  Care  and  Prevention  of  Illness.” 

At  the  time  of  writing  there  is  still  an  excess  number  of  new 
cases  being  notified,  and  the  only  point  on  which  I am  satisfied 
is  that  there  are  fewer  cases  of  bloodstream  tubercle  occurring 
in  children  and  young  adults.  This  position  will  be  bettered 
with  the  further  advantage  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination,  but  the  diffi- 
culty of  the  immunisation  of  children  with  B.C.G.  whilst  separa- 
ted from  infection  looms  high  in  the  next  few  years. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1949. 


NEW  CASES. 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Years 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0—1  

> 

1—  5 

— 

1 

1 

3 

6—15  

2 

1 

3 

— 

16—25  

4 

5 

— 

— 

26—35  

5 

4 

— 

— 

36—45  

6 

4 

— 

— 

46 — 55 

— 

— 

— 

— 

56 — 65 

4 

1 

— 

— 

66  and  upwards  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

21 

17 

4 

3 

DEATHS. 


Age  Periods 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Years 

M 

P 

M 

P 

0 — 1 ...  ... 

_ 

_ 

_ 

1—  5 

— 

— 

1 

1 

6—15  

— 

— 

— 

— 

16—25  

— 

1 

— 

— 

26—35  

2 

1 

— 

— 

36—45  

— 

3 

— 

— 

46—55  

1 

2 

— 

— 

56 — 65  

2 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Totals 

5 

8 

1 

1 

DEARNE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


Report  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Cleansing  Superintendent 

for  the  Year  1949 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Dearne  Urban  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

It  gives  me  pleasure  once  again  to  present  to  you  the  report 
of  the  work  of  my  Department  for  the  year  1949. 

A very  large  part  of  the  time  of  the  inspectorial  staff  has  been 
spent  on  the  investigation  and  abatement  of  nuisances  and  de- 
fects. The  work  has  been  made  more  difficult  having  regard  to  the 
higher  cost  of  house  repairs  while  most  house  rents  remained 
controlled.  Over  the  past  few  years  I have  noticed  a very  gradual 
depreciation  in  house  property.  Statutory  action  was  taken  in 
many  cases  in  order  that  abatement  of  nuisances  should  be  effec- 
ted and  in  one  case  nuisances  existing  at  a large  block  of  property 
formed  the  subject  of  a successful  prosecution  against  the  owner. 

Throughout  the  country  and  following  a successful  appeal 
by  an  owner,  many  appeals  were  lodged  against  notices  served  by 
local  authorities  on  owners  to  renew  ashbins.  The  legal  position 
has  become  so  involved  and  is  likely  to  affect  seriously  the  public 
cleansing  of  districts  that  schemes  for  provision  of  ashbins  by 
local  authorities  will  no  doubt  become  the  rule  rather  than  the 
exception. 

Recognition  of  the  importance  of  rodent  control  work  was 
shown  with  the  passing  of  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests 
Act,  1949,  (operative  on  the  31st  March,  1950).  Time  spent  on  this 
section  of  pubhc  health  work  is  steadily  increasing  but  there  is 
evidence  of  great  improvement  particularly  at  centres  where 
large  scale  infestation  appeared  to  have  become  the  accepted 
thing. 

The  Council’s  new  housing  scheme  at  Bolton  upon  Dearne 
was  continued  throughout  the  year  and  must  have  made  a valu- 
able contribution  towards  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  al- 
though this  cannot  be  assessed  accurately  until  the  Department 
is  able  to  carry  out  another  housing  survey. 
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A source  of  trouble  causing  very  many  complaints  from 
householders  has  been  the  intermittent  discolouration  of  the 
water  supply  to  the  Bolton  upon  Dearne,  Goldthorpe  and  I-Iigh- 
gale  areas.  The  discolouration  on  many  occasions  has  been  such 
as  to  yield  water  of  a strong  coffee  colour.  While  samples  have 
shown  the  water  to  be  free  from  any  serious  bacteriological  im- 
purity this  is  poor  comfort  to  the  housewife  who  has  to  use  the 
discoloured  water  for  many  household  purposes.  In  my  opinion 
the  residents  in'  the  area  affected  have  been  remarkably  tolerant. 
It  is  hoped  that  long  promised  improvements  will  at  a very  early 
date  take  practical  shape  in  the  form  of  a pure,  colourless  water 
supply. 

The  sale  of  salvage  from  the  district’s  refuse  fell  somewhat 
due  to  there  being  made  available  to  producers  other  raw  mater- 
ials. At  the  year  end  waste  paper  was  the  chief  saleable  item 
although  that  was  being  collected  and  baled  at  a slight  financial 
loss. 


In  the  scavenging  section  the  very  mild  weather  experienced 
throughout  the  year  greatly  assisted  cleansing  work.  During 
the  latter  part  of  the  summer  when  a fourth  Karrier  Bantam 
Refuse  Collecting  vehicle  was  put  into  operation  it  was  possible 
to  scavenge  many  dustbins  more  regularly  than  once  weekly. 


INSPECTORIAL  STAFF. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector 


District  Sanitary  Inspectors 


Probationer  District 
Sanitary  Inspector 

Clerical  Assistant  to  the 
Sanitary  Inspector 


G.  H.  Allemby,  C.R.San.I.,  Cert. 
Insp.  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods, 
R.S.I.  Smoke  Inspector,  Housing 
Inspector. 

R.  D.  Higgs,  C.S.I.B.,  Cert.  Insp.  of 
Meat  and  Other  Foods,  C.R.  San.I. 
Sanitary  Science,  (left  Department 
31st  August,  1949), 

W.  Webster,  C.S.I.B. 

T.  Duffy,  C.S.I.B. 


W.  G.  Smith. 


E.  W.  Woolfenden. 


The  salaries  of  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and  District  San- 
itary Inspectors  are  contributed  to  by  grants  from  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 

E.  W.  Woolfenden  was  appointed  Junior  Clerk  to  the  Depart- 
ment on  October  17th,  1949. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

During  the  year  the  following  inspections  were  made  : — 

General  inspection  as  to  complaints,  nuisances,  etc.  ...  1,691 
Inspections  and  re-inspections  of  verminous  premises  ...  112 

Drains  tested  (smoke,  colour,  etc.)  11 

Re-inspections  as  to  compliance  with  notices,  etc 1,425 

Inspections  as  to  work  in  progress 103 

Contractors  seen  as  to  works 62 

Owners  seen  as  to  works  20 

Inspections  in  reference  to  infectious  diseases  362 

Smoke  observations  16 

Inspections  of : — 

Squatters  premises  76 

Factories  81 

Bakehouses  34 

Caravans  (Tents,  vans  and  sheds)  31 

Cinemas  6 

Slaughterhouses  14 

Meat  vans  and  shops  19 

Tripe  sheds  and  maggot  factory  26 

Allotment  killed  pigs  874 

Cowsheds  34 

Dairies  ...  31 

Refuse  Tips  233 

Premises  re.  rat  infestation  680 

Food  preparing  premises  46 

Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  ...  ...  12 

Piggeries  60 

Public  Conveniences  51 

Swimming  Baths 16 

Ice-cream  premises  122 

Markets  ...  70 

Fried  Fish  and  Chip  Shops  48 


Total  ...  6,366 

Notices. 

Informal  notices  numbering  1,215  were  issued  in  relation  to 
matters  arising  from  the  inspections  and  in  288  cases  formal 
notices  were  served. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  763  nuisances  and  defects  remained 
on  the  books,  and  2,727  had  been  remedied  during  the  year. 


ACTION  LINDER  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 


Inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  nuisances  and  de- 
fects at  1,132  houses  while  defects  at  975  houses  were  remedied 
during  the  year;  in  connection  with  those  remaining  on  the  books 
further  action  is  pending. 

The  following  statements  show  the  nuisances  abated  and  the 
defects  remedied  in  and  around  dwellings,  other  than  Council 
owned  dwellings  : — 


House  Repairs. 


House  roofs  repaired  

Internal  walls  and  ceilings  repaired  

Walls,  external  brickwork  repointed 

Eaves,  spouts  or  fallpipes,  renewed  or  repaired 

Chimneys  repaired 

Floors  repaired  

Fireplaces  or  ranges,  repaired  or  renewed 
Window  sills,  cords  or  frames,  repaired 

Coppers  repaired 

Doors  repaired  

Sink  waste  pipes  and  sinks  repaired  or  renewed 

Hot  water  systems  repaired  

Yards  repaired  or  renewed  

Ashbins  renewed  

Water  supply  pipes  repaired,  supply  improved 

Bath  waste  pipe  repaired 

Boundary  walls  repaired 

Airgrates  provided  or  renewed 

Outbuildings  repaired  

Drainage  of  cellar  improved  

Handrail  to  staircase  provided 

Dangerous  gable  wall  rebuilt  

Drains. 

Taken  up  and  relaid  

Opened  and  cleansed  

Inspection  chambers  provided  or  repaired  ... 
Gullies  cleansed  or  provided  


Water  Closets. 

Obstructions  cleansed  

Pedestals  renewed 

Water  supply  pipes  repaired  

Cisterns  repaired  or  renewed  

Flush  pipes,  flush  pipe  joints,  repaired  or  renewed 

Outgo  joints  repaired  

Apartments  cleansed  


108 

806 

68 

131 

47 

52 

104 

209 

43 

33 

57 

7 

31 

372 

5 

3 

2 

13 

100 

1 

2 

1 


6 

75 

10 

23 


27 
22 
10 
50 

28 
5 
3 
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Other  Nuisances  etc.,  Abated. 


Houses  cleansed  or  rid  of  vermin  66 

Offensive  accumulations  removed  21 

Improper  keeping  of  animals  remedied  2 

Bakehouse  cleansed  1 

Bakehouses;  sanitary  accommodation  improved  1 

Food  preparation  room  provided  1 

Food  preparation  room  cleansed  2 

Market  stall;  proper  screening  provided  1 

Cowsheds  limewashed  30 

Manufacture  of  ice-lollies  on  unregistered  premises 

discontinued  2 

Pig  styes  cleansed  23 

Tents,  vans,  sheds,  removed  from  unlicensed  sites 5 


HOUSING. 

The  following  statistics  indicate  the  work  done  in  connection 
with  housing  during  the  year  : — 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  the  district 6,462 

Number  of  back-to-back  houses  included  in  above  ...  Nil 

1.  Inspection  of  dwellinghouses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  1,354 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  1,354 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  222 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  222 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  needing  further  action  : — 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a state  so  danger- 

ous, or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  Nil 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitalion 1,354 

2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers 
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3.  Action  under  statutory  powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10,  and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1936: — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  Nil 

(b)  By  local  authority  Nil 

B.  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 

remedied  228 

• 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  143 

(bj  By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  51 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  & 12,  Housing  Act, 

1936. 

(1)  Number  of  representations  etc.,  made  in  res- 

pect of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for  human  hab- 
itation   Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

demolition  orders  were  made Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished  in  pur- 
suance of  Demolition  Orders Nil 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms,  the  Closing  Orders  in  respect 
of  which  were  determined,  the  tenement  or 
room  having  been  rendered  fit Nil 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936 — Part  IV — Overcrowding. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year  41 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 90 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 329 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year 41 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  dur- 

ing the  year 54 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases...  224 
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New  Houses. 

5.  Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year  : — 

By  the  local  authority: — 

(a)  Permanent  type 140 

(b)  Temporary  type Nil 

By  Private  Enterprise  8 

ACTION  UNDER  TIIE  HOUSING  ACTS. 

Houses  not  in  all  respects  fit. 

Under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925,  and  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Amendment  Regulations,  1932,  222  inspec- 
tions of  dwellinghouses  were  made  and  particulars  recorded. 

During  the  year  ninety-one  houses  were  made  in  all  respects 
fit. 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

Three  caravans  situate  in  the  district  were  occupied  through- 
out the  year.  The  general  sanitary  condition  of  these  was  sat- 
isfactory. 

The  Nissen  Huts  in  the  W.D.  Camp,  Lowfield  Road,  Bolton 
upon  Dearne,  were  continually  occupied  by  squatters  during  the 
year.  At  the  year  end  ten  huts  were  occupied  by  fourteen  fam- 
ilies, totalling  fifty-six  persons. 

During  the  year  the  Council  re-housed  fourteen  families 
from  the  camp  and  on  vacation  each  hut  was  immediately  demol- 
ished by  a local  contractor  to  prevent  its  further  use. 

In  order  to  improve  conditions  for  the  squatters  remaining 
on  the  site  the  Council  undertook  some  measure  of  improvement 
including  removing  debris  from  the  area,  repairs  to  the  com- 
munal closet  accommodation  and  the  drainage  system  while  the 
Nissen  huts  were  weatherproofed. 

SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION. 


Type  of 

Bolton  & 

Thurns- 

Percent- 

convenience  & 

Gold- 

coe 

Barnbro’ 

Total 

age 

receptacle 

Lhorpe 

1949 

Water  Closets 

4,263 

3,020 

39 

7,322 

99.85 

Midden  Privy 

6 

4 

1 

11 

0.15 

Total  Closets 

4,269 

3,024 

40 

7,333 

Ash  hi  ns 

3.947 

2,791 

40 

6,778 

99.84 

Privy  Pits 

6 

4 

1 

11 

0.16 
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FOOD  SUPPLY. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  (MEAT)  REGULATIONS,  1924. 

Altogether  886  notices  were  given  by  cottager  pig  keepers 
concerning  the  slaughter  of  901  pigs  and  874  of  these  were  in- 
spected. 

The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  the  various  dis- 
eases amongst  pigs  slaughtered  throughout  the  district. 


Pigs  inspected  at : — 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Thurnscoe 

Bolton  on 
Dearne 

Goldthorpe 

Number  of  pigs  affected 
Organs  affected  : 

Head  

Liver  

Lungs  

Mesentery  

Kidneys  

Spleen  

Omentum  

Whole  Carcase 
Fore-quarter  (part) 

25 

306  lbs. 

40  lbs. 
134  lbs. 
364  lbs. 

14  lbs. 

4 lb. 

10 

119  lbs. 
214  lbs. 

9 lbs. 
194  lbs. 

3 lbs. 

14  lbs. 

280  lbs. 

28  lbs. 

7 

102  lbs. 

11  lbs. 

94  lbs. 

2 lbs. 

14  lbs. 

4 lb. 

4 lb. 

OTHER  DISEASES 

Number  of  pigs  affected 

9 

2 

0 

Organs  affected: 

Liver  (cystic) 

7 lbs. 

— 

— — 

Heart  (Pericarditis) 

2i  lbs. 

14  lbs. 

— 

Lungs  (Pleurisy)  ... 

3 lbs. 

— 

— 

Spleen  (Peritonitis) 

i lb. 

— 

— 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  amongst  cottager  pigs  during 
the  year  decreased  slightly  when  compared  with  1948.  The 
animals  chiefly  affected  were  again  those  slaughtered  on  farms 
as  illustrated  by  the  following  figures  : — 

(1}  of  the  pigs  slaughtered  on  farms  27  per  cent  were  found 
to  be  affected.  (1948  figure — 43  per  cent.) 

(2)  of  the  pigs  slaughtered  other  than  on  farms  (i.e.  fed  main- 
ly at  allotments)  4 per  cent  were  found  to  be  affected. 
(1948  figure  — 6 per  cent ) 
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Commencing  on  October  24th,  samples  of  tuberculous  mat- 
erial from  affected  carcases  were  sent  for  examination  to  the 
Public  Health  Laboratory.  By  the  year  end  eight  such  sample's 
had  been  sent. 

No  information  had  been  received  at  the  31st  December  as  to 
the  type  of  bacilli  concerned.  It  is  hoped  when  these  results 
come  to  hand  that  the  source  of  infection  can  be  identified  in 
each  particular  case. 

The  Meat  Allocation  Centre,  butchers’  shops,  food  preparing 
premises  and  meat  delivery  vans  were  regularly  inspected  during 
1949. 

• . 

Prosecution  by  the.  Ministry  of  Food. 

In  December  a pig  keeper  and  slaughterman  in  Goldthorpe 
were  found  to  have  slaughtered  a pig  for  human  consumption 
without  a licence  granted  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood.  I was  re- 
quested to  examine  the  carcase  and  offal  and  found  it  to  be  sound. 
They  were  summoned  under  the  Livestock  (Restriction  on 
Slaughtering)  Order,  1947,  and  fined  five  pounds  each. 

UNSOUND  FOOD. 

One  prosecution  was  taken  during  the  year  against  a Bolton 
upon  Dearne  retailer  respecting  the  sale  for  human  consumption 
of  sweets  unfit  for  such  purpose.  The  defendant  pleaded  guilty 
to  the.  charge  and  was  dismissed  under  the  Probation  of  First 
Offender’s  Act  after  payment  of  three  pounds  six  shillings  costs. 


The  food  listed  below  was  surrendered 

voluntarily 

Mutton  

. . . 

36* 

lbs. 

Beef  

• • • 

2 

lbs. 

Bacon  

• • • 

26 

lbs. 

Boiled  Ham 

• • • 

IT* 

lbs. 

Sausage  

• • • 

71 

lbs. 

Tinned  Meat 

32 

tins 

Hazelett  

• • • 

•7* 

lbs. 

Suet  

• • • 

1 

pkt. 

Tinned  Vegetables  ... 

123 

tins 

Tinned  Tomatoes  ... 

33 

tins 

Tinned  Soup 

9 

tins 

Onions  

• • • 

3 

jars 

Pickles  

• • • 

26 

jars 

Tinned  Fruit 

48 

tins /jars 

Tinned  Grapefruit  ... 

• • • 

2 

tins 

Dates 

• • • 

4 pkts. 

Tinned  Fish 

31 

tins 

Fish  

... 

196 

lbs. 

Tinned  Mussels 

21 

tins 

Tinned  Milk 

... 

84 

tins 

Cheese  

Butler  

Dried  Eggs 

Jam  and  Marmalade 

CofTee  

Sauce  

Bread  


40  lbs. 

23£  lbs. 

2 pkts. 

34  tins/ jars 

3 bottles 
18  bottles 
69  loaves 


Where  pigs  slaughtered  under  the  self-suppliers’  scheme 
are  found  by  the  Meat  Inspector  to  be  diseased  in  any  respect 
legislation  does  not  allow  the  condemnation  of  the  affected  parts 
as  the  food  is  not  for  sale.  In  such  cases  the  owners  are  advised 
not  to  eat  the  affected  parts  and  usually  this  advice  is  accepted 
and  the  meat  surrendered  for  destruction.  The  total  weight  of 
pork  found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption  during  the  year 
amounted  to  1,020  lbs. 


MILK  AND  DAIRIES. 

Reg  is  tration  of  Purveyors. 

Thirty  relail  purveyors  of  milk  were  on  the  register  at  the 
end  of  the  year.  Of  these  retail  purveyors  fifteen  are  local  cow- 
keepers  registered  also  for  the  production  of  milk,  while  four- 
teen of  the  cowkeepers  are  wholesale  traders.  Three  supple- 
mentary licences  to  retail  designated  milk  were  granted  during 
the  year. 

Cowsheds  and  Dairies. 

Thirty-one  cowsheds  were  in  use  by  sixteen  farmers  during 
1949.  The  number  of  milk  beasts  kept  in  the  cowsheds  in  the 
area  averaged  215.  Routine  inspections  of  all  the  cowsheds 
and  dairies  during  the  period  ending  September  30th,  1949, 
showed  the  premises  to  be  kept  in  a cleanly  condition. 

The  new  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949,  which  came 
into  operation  on  the  first  of  October  transferred  the  power  of 
registration  and  supervision  of  dairy  farmers  and  of  dairy  farms 
from  the  local  authorities  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and 
Fisheries.  The  Council  are  now  mainly  concerned  with  the  reg- 
istration of  dairies  other  than  those  on  dairy  farms  and  the  reg- 
istration of  distributors,  the  enforcement  of  the  provisions  in 
connection  with  the  foregoing  regarding  the  infection  of  milk 
and  the  conveyance  and  distribution  of  milk. 

Veterinary  Inspection  of  Cattle. 

Throughout  the  year  no  report  has  been  received  respecting 
the  health  of  the  milk  beasts  in  our  area.  I understand  that  per- 
iodical inspection  by  the  veterinary  stall  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture and  Fisheries  has  taken  piace. 
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Sampling  of  Milk. 

Pour  samples  of  milk  were  taken  for  biological  analysis  from 
local  producers  and  retailers  of  milk.  Each  of  these  proved  neg- 
ative. At  the  end  of  the  year  as  a result  of  a report  to  the  Public 
Health  Committee  il  was  decided  that  routine  sampling  of  milk 
ioi  presence  ni  Tuberculosis  from  local  cowsheds  should  be 
Commenced  A scheme  was  devised  to  cover  each  herd  at  least 
twice  per  year  but  this  has  been  held  up  on  account  of  an  epi- 
demic of  pneumonia  amongst  the  guinea  pigs  at  the  Laboratory. 

Public  Shimming  Bath. 

Two  samples  of  water  irom  the  public  swimming  bath, 
Thurnscoe,  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  mr 


examination,  the  results  being 

Presumptive 

as  follows  : — 

Free  Chlorine 

Sample  No. 

B.coli  in  10U  ml. 

of  water 

p.H.  value 

in  1,000,000  parts 
of  water 

1. 

None 

7.6 

Nil 

2. 

None 

7.6 

Nil 

Filtration. 

The  purification  plant  (manufactured  by  Royles  Ltd.)  which 
was  installed  in  1947  functioned  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 
It  is  of  the  continuous  type  with  a capacity  for  filtering  16,000 
gallons  per  hour.  The  bath  contents  can  thus  he  completely 
filtered  in  hours.  In  addition  to  the  chlorine  gas  apparatus 
for  sterilisation,  alumino  ferric  and  soda  ash  can  be  added  to  im- 
prove the  clarity  of  the  water. 


Ice  Cream  Premises. 

Thirty-three  premises  were  registered  during  the  year  for  the 
sale  of  ice-cream,  including  three  which  were  also  licensed  for 
the  manufacture  of  ice-cream. 

Most  of  the  ice-cream  sold  was  “pre-packed”  and  sold  from 
refrigerators  on  the  shop  premises. 

Twenty  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Labor- 
atory for  examination  and  provisional  grading  showed  eight  to 
be  satisfactory  and  twelve  to  be  unsatisfactory.  Brief  details 
are  given  later  in  a table. 

Warning  letters  were  sent  to  retailers  concerning  their  un- 
satisfactory samples  and  “following  up”  samples  taken,  ft  was 
found  unnecessary  to  take  any  legal  action. 
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Sample 

No. 

Shop  or 
Vehicle 

Date 

Pur- 

chased 

Result  of 
Methylene 
Blue  Test 

Provis- 

ional 

Grade 

Remarks 

A. 

Shop 

3.8.49 

1£  hrs. 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

B. 

Shop 

3.8.49 

Not 

decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

C. 

Shop 

3.8.49 

0 hrs. 

4 

Unsatisfactory 

D. 

Shop 

3.8.49 

0 hrs. 

4 

11 

E. 

Shop 

3.8.49 

0 hrs. 

4 

11 

F. 

Shop 

3.8.49 

0 hrs. 

4 

11 

G. 

Shop 

17.8.49 

Not 

decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

H. 

Vehicle 

17.8.49 

1 hr. 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

I. 

Canteen 

17.8.49 

2 hrs. 

3 

11 

J. 

Shop 

17.8.49 

Not 

decolourised 

1 

Satisfactory 

K. 

Shop 

17.8.49 

Not 

decolourised 

1 

ii 

L. 

Shop 

24.8.49 

0 hrs. 

4 

Unsatisfactory 

M. 

Shop 

24.8.49 

0 hrs. 

4 

ii 

N. 

Shop 

24.8.49 

0 hrs. 

4 

11 

0. 

Shop 

24.8.49 

0 hrs. 

4 

ii 

P. 

Shop 

15.9.49 

3|  hrs. 

2 

Satisfactory 

0. 

Canteen 

15.9.49 

Not 

decolourised 

1 

11 

R. 

Vehicle 

15.9.49 

3£  hrs. 

2 

n 

S. 

Shop 

15.9.49 

si  hrs. 

2 

ii 

T. 

Shop 

15.9.49 

1|  hrs. 

3 

Unsatisfactory 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933. 

Seven  licences  to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  were  issued  to 
slaughtermen  during  the  year.  At  the  year  end  there  were  thirty- 
nine  licensed  slaughtermen  in  the  Dearne  Urban  District. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Enquiries  have  been  made  into  132  cases  of  infectious  dis- 
ease; including  114  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever;  2 cases  of  Diphtheria 
(both  later  proved  to  be  negative);  13  cases  of  Gastro-Enteritis: 
2 cases  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis;  and  1 case  of  Smallpox 
(later  diagnosed  as  Alastrim). 

The  distribution  of  these  cases  was  61  at  Thurnscoe  and  71 
at  Goldthorpe  and  Bolton  upon  Dearne. 

The  cases  at  Thurnscoe  comprised  56  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
1 case  of  Diptheria  (negative),  3 cases  of  Gastro-Enteritis  and  J 
case  of  Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis. 
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The  cases  at  Goldthorpe  and  Bolton  upon  Dearne  comprised 
58  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever,  1 case  of  Diphtheria  (negative),  10  cases 
of  Gastro-Enteritis,  1 case  of  Gerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  and  1 
suspected  case  of  Smallpox. 

The  query  case  of  Smallpox  which  occurred  at  Bolton  upon 
Dearne  in  April  resulted  in  over  two  hundred  visits  being  made 
to  contacts  of  the  patient  within  a period  of  two  weeks.  The 
house,  clothes,  and  bedding  of  the  man  concerned  were  thor- 
oughly disinfected  under  our  supervision  and  all  precautions 
taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of  the  disease.  Fortunately  the  ul- 
timate diagnosis  of  the  case  proved  to  be  one  of  alastrim  (chicken 
pox  in  an  adult). 

Two  outbreaks  of  mild  food  poisoning  occurred  at  school 
canteens  in  the  area.  The  infective  agent  was  not  isolated  in 
either  case,  although  all  possible  information  was  obtained,  in- 
cluding sending  samples  of  food  concerned,  finger  nail  swabs 
and  faeces  of  those  concerned  in  the  preparation  and  service  of 
the  meals,  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination. 


It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Ministry  of  Food  have  now 
issued  a series  of  model  byelaws  under  Section  15’  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  dealing  with  the  handling,  wrapping  and  deliv- 
ery of  food  and  the  sale  of  food  in  the  open  air. 

The  added  powers  which  this  legislation  afTords  to  local 
authorities  will  help  in  diminishing  the  sources  of  food  contam- 
ination. It  is  fully  recognised  by  your  Inspectorial  staff  that  the 
interpretation  and  administration  of  the  Byelaws  will  add  to  their 
duties. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  adoption  of  the  byelaws  was  under 
consideration  by  the  Council. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Deference  to  other  Departments  of  the  Council. 


The  following  matters  were  referred  to  other 

departments 

1.  Overcrowding  

30 

2.  Miscellaneous  

50 

3.  Housing  Schemes: — 

Defective  Ashbins 

147 

Various  Defects  

49 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  two  established  offensive  trades  located  at  Goldthorpe, 
tripe  boilers,  have  been  visited  regularly  during  the  year.  No 
nuisance  has  arisen  and  no  complaints  received  regarding  the 
carrying-on  of  the  businesses  although  both  premises  are  situate 
in  built-up  areas. 
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Regular  visits  were  paid  to  the  Maggot  Breeding  Factory  at 
West  Moor  Lane,  Harlington,  where  the  business  was  carried  on 
without  creating  any  serious  nuisance.  The  owner  of  the  factory 
is  hoping  to  have  a piped  water  supply  available  in  the  near 
future. 

I should  be  pleased  if  the  Council  would  again  consider  de- 
claring the  business  of  maggot  breeding  an  offensive  trade  under 
Section  107,  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 


Shops  Acts. 

Visits  in  connection  with  ninety-eight  premises  were  recor- 
ded during  the  year.  No  serious  contravention  of  the  shops 
legislation  was  recorded. 


Factories. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occupies 
i Prosecu- 
ted 

(i)  Factories  in  which 
Secs.  1,  2,  3,  4,  & 

6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  local 
authorities 

22 

33 

1 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  in- 
cluded in  (i)  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  local 
authority 

28 

48 

2 

— 

(ii-i)  Other  premises  in 
which  Sec.  7 is  en- 
forced by  the  local 
authority  (exclud- 
ing outworkers 
premises) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

50 

81. 

3 

— 

20 


Cases  in  which  defects  were  found: — 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of 
cases  in 
which 

H.M.  Inspector 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 

to 

Referred 

by 

prosecu- 
tions 
were  in- 
stituted 

Want  of  Cleanliness, 
Sec.  1 

i 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Unreasonable  temper- 
ature, Sec.  3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
(a)  insufficient 

Sec.  7 

4 

1 

— 

2 

— 

Total  

7 

3 

— 

3 

— 

The  four  outstanding  defects  were  in  hand  at  the  end  of  the 
year. 

Supply  of  Ashbins. 

Two  hundred  and  fifty-five  ashbins  were  supplied  by  the 
Department  to  houses  on  prepayment  by  the  owners. 


Clearance  of  Choked  Drains. 

Seventy-one  owners  have  given  general  instructions  to  the 
Department  to  deal  with  blockages  to  drains  and  water  closets 
as  they  come  to  notice. 

Ninety-seven  drains  were  cleansed  under  this  arrangement 
at  an  average  cost  of  2s  6d.  to  each  owner. 


Disinfestation. 

Twenty-eight  houses  were  treated  to  rid  them  of  bugs.  Treat- 
ment includes  taking  off  loose  paper  and  in  more  seriously  affec- 
ted nouses,  skirting  boards,  etc.,  were  taken  ofT.  The  rooms 
were  thoroughly  sprayed  with  an  insecticide  and  again  at  an  in- 
terval of  three  weeks. 

Twenty-two  houses  were  treated  for  infestation  with  various 
insects.  They  comprised: — 
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Cockroaches 

Crickets 

Silverfish 

Flies 

Ants 


. 17  houses 
2 houses 
. 1 honse 

1 house 
1 house 


Rats  and  Mice  Destruction. 

Seventy-two  complaints  of  rats  and  mice  infestation  were 
dealt  with  by  the  Department  and  treatment  was  carried  out  in 
accordance  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  sug- 
gestions. 


The  majority  of  the  area  is  free  from  serious  infestalion. 

Additional  work  in  connection  with  the  thorough  treatment 
of  the  Council’s  sewers,  tips  and  sewage  works  was  carried  out. 

Record  of  Treatments  carried  out: — 


Premises 

No.  of 
Treatments 

Infestation 

Type  of 
Treatment 

Business 

premises 

27 

Rats  & Mice 

Poison 

Private  Houses 

21 

Rats  & Mice 

Poison 

Sewers 

8 

Rats 

Poison 

Sewage  Works 

6 

Rats 

Poison 

Schools 

4 

Mice 

Poison  and 

Cooking  Centre 

2 

Mice 

Trapping 

Poison 

Salvage  Depot  ... 

2 

Rats 

Poison 

Refuse  Tips 

2 

Rats 

Poison 

Total  

72 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

(Referring  to  the  year  April,  1949  to  March,  1950). 

The  refuse  collection  organisation  was  improved  during  the 
year  when  on  August  the  24th  a fourth  Karrier  Bantam  Refuse 
Collecting  Vehicle  was  put  into  service.  The  district  was  div- 
ided into  four  areas  and  each  vehicle  with  driver  and  gang  were 
made  responsible  for  the  scavenging  of  an  area.  The  number  of 
labourers  on  each  gang  was  reduced  from  five  to  four,  making  a 
total  of  twenty  men  engaged  on  refuse  collection  as  against 
eighteen  previously  with  three  lorries. 
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No  hired  team  labour  was  required  following  the  addition 
of  the  fourth  Karrier  Bantam  vehicle. 

During  the  year  every  man  on  the  scavenging  staff  had  one 
pair  of  overalls  and  two  pairs  of  gloves  renewed.  The  protective 
clothing  issued  to  each  man  consists  of  an  overcoat,  a pair  of 
waterproof  leggings,  a sou’wester,  a set  of  goggles,  two  pairs  of 
overalls  and  one  pair  of  gloves. 

The  average  yield  of  refuse  from  each  house  in  the  district 
again  showed  a slight  decrease  on  the  previous  year’s  figures. 

Labour  — Slab  employed. 

The  staff  engaged  on  collection  of  refuse  was  as  follows: — 

From  April  1st,  1949  to  August  23rd,  1949  — 3 lorry  drivers 

15  labourers. 

From  August  24th,  1949  to  March  31st,  1950 — 4 lorry  drivers 

16  labourers. 

(Fourth  Karrier  Bantam  commenced  24th  August,  1949.) 

Two  tipmen  were  occupied  full-time  on  the  Council’s  controlled 
tips. 

One  man  was  engaged  in  the  baling  of  waste  paper,  sorting  of 
salvage,  cleansing  of  public  conveniences,  rodent  control,  etc. 

A Foreman  supervised  the  work  of  the  staff,  carried  out  disin- 
fection and  disinfestation  work,  and  cleansed  all  blocked  drains 
of  property  where  the  owners  have  agreed  to  participate  in  the 
Council’s  scheme  to  liberate  such  blockages. 

Hired  team  labour  totalled  thirty-two  days  for  the  year,  averag- 
ing half  a day  per  week,  as  compared  with  87  days  for  1948. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION-. 

The  average  number  of  premises  on  our  weekly  collection  list 
for  the  past  year  was  6,692  for  the  district  of  Dearne,  comprising 
3,940  at  Bolton  on  Dearne  and  Goldthorpe,  2,712  at  Thurnscoe, 
and  40  at  Barnborough.  The  number  of  receptacles  were — Bol- 
ton on  Dearne  and  Goldthorpe  3,947,  Thurnscoe  2,791  and  Barn- 
borough  (Green  Lane)  40,  making  a total  of  6,778  refuse  recep- 
tacles. 

Average  yield  from  each  house  annually — estimate. 

For  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  information  as  to  the  refuse 
produced  annually  from  each  house  in  the  area  Karrier  Bantam 
loads  have  been  estimated  to  weigh  2 tons. 
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Refuse  collected  from  each  house  annually. 


Year 


Thurnscoe 


Goldthorpe  and  Bolton 


on  Dearne 


1942 

1943 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 


1 ton  1.11  cwts. 
1 ton  1.50  cwts. 
1 ton  2.36  cwts. 
1 ton  3.98  cwts. 
1 ton  4.46  cwts. 
1 ton  7.67  cwts. 
1 ton  6.54  cwts. 
1 ton  5.82  cwts. 


1 ton  1.07  cwts. 
1 ton  1.05  cwts. 
1 ton  1.70  cwts. 
1 ton  2.92  cwts. 
1 ton  2.53  cwts. 
1 ton  7.43  cwts. 
1 ton  5.17  cwts. 
1 ton  2.12  cwts. 


It  was  pleasing  to  note  the  slight  decrease  of  average  annual 
yield  of  reruse  again  from  each  house  in  the  district.  In  the 
Thurnscoe  area  the  decrease  was  approximately  f cwt.  per  house, 
and  in  the  Bolton  on  Dearne  and  Goldthorpe  area  it  was  slightly 
more  than  3 cwts.  per  house.  The  yield  of  refuse  per  house  in 
the  district  is  still  high  however  and  it  would  be  gratifying  to  see 
the  figure  fall  even  lower. 

Trade  Refuse. 

Twenty-one  premises  remained  on  the  list  for  trade  refuse 
removal  for  which  a small  charge  is  made  for  the  service.  Col- 
lections made  from  some  businesses  consisted  mainly  of  saleable 
salvage,  paper,  cardboard,  etc.,  and  no  charge  was  made. 

Clinker  and  refuse  has  been  removed  regularly  from  all 
schools  in  the  district. 

Collection  cost  per  house. 

For  the  first  time  since  before  the  war  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  the  annual  cost  of  collecting  refuse  from  each  house  and  con- 
veying it  to  the  disposal  site  has  shown  a decrease  over  the  previ- 
ous year’s  figures.  During  the  current  year  it  was  £1  2s.  3£d.  as 
compared  with  £1  3s.  4d.  for  1948.  Although  higher  wages  rates 
were  paid  and  increased  staff  employed  for  part  of  the  year,  the 
very  fine  summer  with  consequent  decrease  in  the  amount  of  re- 
fuse collected  from  each  house  helped  to  lower  the  costs  of  scav- 
enging. 


DISPOSAL. 


All  refuse  has  been  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping  during 
the  year.  The  Modern  School  at  Goldthorpe  as  benefitting  by  this 
method  of  refuse  disposal  where  approximately  ten  acres  of  what 
was  marshy  and  unlevel  land  has  been  treated  and  soiled. 
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Summary  of  Loads. 


Bolton  on  Dearne  District  (including  Goldthorpe 

and  Green  Lane, 

Barnbro  ). 

Lorry  Loads 

Modern  School  Tip,  Goldthorpe 

...  1,160 

Marsh  Tip  

897 

Holly  Grove  Farm,  Highgate  

170 

2,227 

Thurnscoe  District. 

Modern  School  Tip,  Goldthorpe  

917 

Marsh  Tip  

691 

Holly  Grove  Farm,  Highgate  

143 

1,751 

Total  ...  3,978  loads 

All  loads  have  been  tipped  by  Karrier  Bantam  lorries;  calculated 
at  two  tons  per  load  equals  — 7,956  tons. 

The  disposal  of  the  district’s  refuse  by  controlled  tipping 
was  continued.  A request  was  received  from  a farmer  for  util- 
isation of  household  refuse  to  raise  a portion  of  one  of  his  fields. 
This  accounted  for  313  loads  of  refuse. 

The  fire  at  the  Modern  School  Tip  persisted  until  October 
and  the  Marsh  Tip  was  kept  in  use  till  that  date. 

It  is  estimated  that  tipping  of  refuse  at  the  Modern  School 
Tip  will  be  completed  during  May,  1950,  when  final  consideration 
will  have  to  be  given  to  covering  with  soil  the  remaining  two 
acres  of  tip.  The  School  will  eventually  possess  a very  fine  sports 
field  of  an  area  of  twelve  acres  which  was  originally  rough,  un- 
even and  swampy  ground.  The  disused  Brickworks  Quarry  at 
Ingsfield  Lane,  Bolton  upon  Dearne,  has  been  selected  as  the 
site  for  future  tipping  purposes. 


SCAVENGING  COSTS. 


Note:  Report  on  Scavenging  costs  applies  to.  the  financial  year — 
1st  April,  1949,  to  the  31st  March,  1950. 


Collection 

Disposal 

Total 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

£ s.  d. 

Nett  total  cost  ... 

7,201  3 5 

1,184  5 2* 

8,385  8 7* 

Cost  per  ton  ... 

18  1 

2 11* 

.1  1 0* 

Cost  per  1,000 

population  ... 

ro 

CO 

— - 

00 

/o 

tcf- 

48  19  8* 

. 346  17  11 

Cost  per  1,000 

houses 

1,114  7 2* 

183  4 6 

1,297  11  8* 
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SALVAGE. 

(year  April  1st,  1949  to  March  31st,  1950). 

The  outlet  for  salvaged  materials  narrowed  during  the  year 
and  the  only  saleable  commodities  were  paper,  metal,  rags,  bot- 
tles and  tins. 

The  price  offered  for  paper  decreased  to  £5  per  ton  and  at  the 
year  end  the  salvage  scheme  was  being  worked  at  a slight  loss. 

Salvage  of  waste  materials  has  now  been  in  operation  for  ten 
years  and  it  seems  an  appropriate  time  to  list  the  details  of  this 
scheme  since  its  inception  In  May,  1940,  in  addition  to  the  current 
year’s  working. 


Materials  Salvaged  and  Sold  during  1949. 


Quantity 

Materials 

Sales 

Tons 

Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Doz. 

£ 

s.  d. 

85 

13 

0 

14 

Paper  

494 

13  9 

3 

12 

3 

21 

Rags  and  Bags  ... 

48 

6 6* 

2 

1 

0 

7 

Scrap  Iron 

5 

18  5 

7 

i 

21 

Non  Ferrous  Metals 

7 

2 11 

108* 

/Tins  

5 

8 6 

103* 

Bottles  

2 

11  9 

91 

14 

2 

ry 

i 

212 

564 

1 10* 

Salvage  tor  ten  years — 1st  April,  1940  to  the  31st  March,  1950. 


Quantity 

Materials 

Sales 

Tons 

Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs.  Doz. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

741 

12 

1 

4 

Paper  

4,256 

19 

0 

27 

6 

0 

3 

Rags  and  Bags  ... 

351 

9 

8 

131 

7 

2 

7 

Scrap  Iron 

228 

11 

2* 

33 

4 

3 

0 

Gullet  

56 

5 

11 

12 

12 

0 

14 

Bones  

52 

10 

1 

1 

16 

0 

8* 

Non  Ferrous  Metals 

47 

16 

11 

7 

1 

9 

0 

Rubber  

15 

6 

1* 

1 

1 

0 

0 

(Miscellaneous  ... 

4 

19 

2 

8,475* 

Jars  

143 

2 

4 

1,680* 

Bottles  

95 

10 

3 

782* 

Tins  

38 

14 

8 

956 

1 

1 

8*  10,938* 

5,291 

5 

4 
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SALVAGE  INCENTIVE  BONUS  SCHEME. 

The  Salvage  Incentive  Bonus  Scheme  was  inaugurated  on 
January  1st,  1949  with  a view  to  increasing  the  amount  of  mater- 
ials recovered  and  sold  by  awarding  a bonus  to  the  workmen 
actually  engaged  oh  salvage  collection  and  disposal. 

The  method  of  working  out  the  bonus  is  as  follows  : — 

The  salvage  sales  during  the  current  six  months  (i.e.  January 
to  June,  or  July  to  December)  are  compared  with  the  salvage 
sales  over  a similar  period  in  the  previous  year.  From  the  ad- 
ditional amount  obtained,  any  increased  costs  of  collecting  and 
disposing  of  the  salvage  (labour  and  materials)  during  the  cur- 
rent six  months  over  the  cost  in  a similar  period  in  the  previous 
year  is  deducted. 

The  amount  so  calculated  is  disposed  of  on  the  basis  of  75% 
to  the  persons  actually  engaged  on  salvage  work  and  25%  to  the 
Council.  The  amount  due  to  the  men  is  divided  by  the  number 
participating,  then  by  the  number  of  weeks  during  which  each 
man  worked. 

During  the  first  six  months  of  the  scheme,  a workman  who 
was  employed  the  full  twenty-six  weeks,  drew  a total  bonus  of 
£1  4s  .3d. 

The  second  six  months  of  the  year  however,  showed  a Nil 
Return,  due  to  the  fall  in  salvage  sales  together  with  increased 
. cost  of  labour. 


General  Observations. 

It  was  considered  that  the  increase  in  staff  and  cleansing 
vehicles  which  took  place  during  the  year  would  allow  the  service 
to  meet  heavy  demands  during  the  winter  and  increased  work 
due  to  the  new  housing  programme.  A bi-weekly  collection  of 
house  refuse  ir.  the  summer  was  also  envisaged.  The  mild  win- 
ter could  hardly  be  regarded  as  a test  for  the  service  which  has 
met  all  demands  satisfactorily.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  re- 
duction in  yield  of  house  refuse  was  primarily  due  to  the  mikl- 
ness  of  the  past  year  although  tfre  improvement  in  quality  of 
“home-coal”  has  an  influence  on  the  question. 

The  provision  of  a central  depot  including  garage  accommo- 
dation for  the  vehicles,  mess  room  for  the  staff,  with  washing 
facilities,  also  storage  and  drying  facilities  for  the  workers’ 
clothes  is  a matter  of  extreme  importance  and  ought  not  £o  be 
delayed  much  longer.  Public  cleansing  is  a very  important"  health 
service  deserving  only  the  best  equipment  and  facilifies  for  pro- 
per storage  . 
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In  conclusion  I beg  to  thank  the  Chairman  and  Members 
of  the  Council  for  their  generous  support  during  the  year,  the 
members  of  my  staff  for  their  loyalty  and  work,  also  to  other 
Departmental  staffs  who  have  assisted  me  in  many  ways. 


I am, 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 


Yours  faithfully. 


G.  H.  ALLEMBY,  Cert.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector  and 
Cleansing  Superintendent. 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office, 
Council  Offices, 

Bolton  upon  Dearne. 


June,  1950. 
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COUNTY  COUNCIL  OF  THE  WEST  RIDING  OF  YORKSHIRE 

DIVISIONAL  SCHEME  OF  PREVENTIVE  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

DIVISION  No.  30 

Comprising-  the  Urban  Districts  of  Conisbrough 
The  Dearne  and  Mexborough 


DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  STAFF: 

Divisional  Medical  Officer  and  Divisional  School  Medical  Officer  : 

Dr.  John  Leiper,  M.B.E.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.P,H, 

Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  : 

Dr  B.  R.  A.  Demaine,  M.B.,  Ch.B..  D.P.II. 

Dr.  11.  F.  Lindsay,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Junior  Obstetrician  : 

Dr.  J.  C.  A.  Renshaw,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
D.(Obstet)  R.C.O.G. 

Part-Time  Medical  Officers  : 

Dr.  F.  J.  Boyle,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  B.A.O.,  N.U.I. 

Dr.  M.  Burton,  L.M.S.S.A. 

Dr.  T.  Lindsay,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

Dr.  J.  K.  W.  Morris,  M.B.,  Ch.B. 

County  OpthalmologiSt  : 

Dr.  F.  Fischer,  M.D.  (Vienna) 

Consultants  : 

W.  L.  Rowe,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  F.R.C.S.  (Ear,  Nose  and  Throat). 

W.  H.  Maitland  Smith,  Esq.,  M.B.,  Ch..B,  F.R.C.S.,  M.Ch.  (Ortho- 
paedics). 

D.  H.  Lees,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  (Ed.),  M. R.C.O.G.  (Obstetrics  and 

Gynaecology). 

Dr.  C.  C.  Harvey,  B.Sc.,  B.S.,  F.R.C.S.,  M.R.C.S.  (Paediatrics). 
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Health  Visitors  : 

Conisbrough. 

Miss  M.  T.  Leonard,  Miss  N.  H.  Stewardson,  Mrs.  E.  Appleyard, 
Mrs.  L.  Elliott,  Mrs.  F.  Lyon. 


The  Dearne. 

Miss  W.  J.  Bailey,  Miss  E.  Goulden,  Mrs.  N.  M.  Noble, 

Mrs.  S.  Potts. 


Mexborough. 

Mrs.  G.  I.  Ellis,  Miss  M.  O’Connor,  Mrs.  I.  Pettman, 
Mrs.  E.  Pocklington. 


Home  Nurses  : 


Conisbrough. 

Miss  K.  M.  A.  Billequez  (R.elief),  Mrs.  I.  E.  Milnes. 


I'he  Dearne. 

Miss  K.  Ogley,  Mrs.  M.  Herring. 


Mexborough. 

Mass  K.  Bellerby,  Mrs.  G.  Barnett,  Mrs.  F.  M.  Chappell. 

Midvvives  : 

Conisbrough. 

Mrs.  D.  Atkin,  Mrs.  F.  E.  Wall,  Mrs.  M.  Lambert,  Miss  G.  Randall. 

I’he  Dearne. 

Mrs.  G.  M.  Corley  (Relief),  Mrs.  11  E.  Hillery,  Mrs.  M.  F.  Hill, 
Mrs.  C K.  Kilner,  Mrs.  E.  Sands,  Mrs.  E.  Stott,  Mrs.  R.  Williams. 

Mexborough. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Smith  (Relief),  Mrs.  V.  J.  Marley,  Mrs.  M.  Taylor, 

Miss  A.  D.  Willoughby. 


Divisional  Clerical  Staff : 

Mr.  R.  M.  Martin  (Senior  Clerk) 

Mr.  V.  W.  Brydone,  Mr.  C.  Whiling,  Miss  I Trown,  Mrs.  F.  M. 
Garbutt,  Miss  J.  M.  Bottomley,  Miss  M.  A.  Otley. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  SERVICES  UNDER  PART  III  OF  THE 
NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946. 


Summary  of  Divisional  Vital  Statistics  1949. 


Area  of  Division 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident 
population  (mid.  1949)  

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 
Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 

All  Causes 

Cancer  

Heart  and  Circulation  

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  per  1,000  live 
births)  

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  

Other  Tuberculosis  

Zymotic. 

Maternal  Mortality  

Infant  Mortality  (per  1,000  live  Births)  ... 


6,933  acres 

60,120 

21.01 

10.01  (Crude) 
1.51 
2.73 

5.54 

0.58 

0.05 

0.15 

0.73 

41.00 


Births  : 

The  total  number  of  live  births  in  the  Division  during  the 
year  1949  was  1,263  (males  629;  females  634).  The  number  of 
stillbirths  notified  in  the  Division  was  25  (males  16;  females  9). 
This  corresponds  to  a still  birth  rate  of  0.41  per  1,000  population, 
or  19.4  per  1,000  live  and  still  births. 

Illegitimate  live  births  totalled  63  (males  36;  females  27). 
There  were  2 male  and  1 female  illegitimate  stillbirths. 


Deaths  : 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1949  for  the  Division  totalled  602 
(341  males  and  261  females).  These  figures  correspond  to  a crude 
death  rate  of  10.01  per  1,000  population;  the  adjusted  death  rate 
using  an  average  comparability  factor  of  1.25  shows  a figure  of 
12.5  deaths  per  1,000  population. 


Vital  Statistics  — Comparative  Rates  : 

A comparison  of  the  various  rates  in  each  of  the  Urban  Dis- 
tricts of  (he  Division  as  against  those  for  England  and  Wales, 
the  126  County  Boroughs,  and  Great  Towns,  and  the  148  smaller 
Towns,  is  appended  overleaf  : — 
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England  & 

Wales 

126  C.B.’s 

and  Great 

Towns 

148  Small 

Towns 

3 

O 

ba 

(A  . 

The  Dearne 

U.D. 

Mexborough 

U.D. 

Births: 

Live  Births  

16.7 

Rates 

18.7 

Der  1,0C 
18.0 

)0  pope 
21.34 

lation 

22.3 

19.09 

Still  Births  

0.39 

0.47 

0.40 

0.48 

0.33 

0.46 

Deaths: 

All  Causes  (adjusted 
rate)  ...  ... 

11.7 

12.5 

11.6 

12.1 

13.5 

11.6 

Typhoid  and 
Para-Typhoid 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Whooping  Cough 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Diphtheria  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.12 

0.00 

0.00 

Tuberculosis 

0.45 

0.52 

0.42 

0.59 

0.62 

0.67 

Influenza  

0.15 

0.15 

0.14 

0.18 

0.21 

0.05 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis  & 
Polio-encephalitis  ... 

0.01 

0.02 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Pneumonia  

0.51 

0.56 

0.49 

0.66 

0.37 

0.41 

Notifications  (corrected): 
Typhoid  Fever 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Paratyphoid  Fever  ... 

0.01 

0.02 

0.01 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0.02 

0.03 

0.02 

0.06 

0.17 

0.10 

Scarlet  Fever 

1.63 

1.72 

1.83 

2.46 

4.72 

0.72 

Whooping  Cough 

2.39 

2.44 

2.39 

0.00 

3.96 

0.57 

Diphtheria  

0.04 

0.05 

0.04 

0.42 

0.00 

0.00 

Erysipelas  

0.19 

0.20 

0.19 

0.12 

0.41 

0.10 

Smallpox  

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Measles  

8.95 

8.91 

9.18 

4.79 

11.46 

12.45 

Pneumonia  

0.80 

0.91 

0.65 

0.84 

1.70 

1.30 

Ac.  Poliomyelitis 

0.13 

0.13 

0.12 

0.06 

0.00 

0.00 

Ac.  Polioencephalitis 

0.DT 

0.01 

0.02 

0.00 

0.00 

0.05 

Food  Poisoning 

0.14 

0.16 

0.14 

0.00 

0.04 

0.00 

Deaths: 

Ra 

tes  per 

1,000  1 

ive  bir 

hs 

All  causes  under  1 year 
of  age  

32.0 

37.0 

30.0 

30.9 

44.5 

46.1 

Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea 
under  2 years 

3.0 

3.8 

2.4 

0.00 

7.4 

8.1 

Notifications  (corrected) 

Rate 

s per  1 

,000  (Live  & S 

till)  Births 

Puerperal  Fever  and 
Pyrexia  

6.31 

8.14 

5.30 

5.49 

1.83 

7.96 

Maternal  Mortality  in  England  & Wales 

(Bates 

per  1,000  (Li1 

ee  & S 

till)  Bir 

ths) 

Puerperal  Infections  ... 

0.11 

0.00 

0.00 

0.00 

Other  Maternal  Causes... 

0.71 

•• 

0.00 

1.83 

0.00 
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(1)  GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE 
AREA: 

The  lull  particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers  of  each 
Authority  are  incorporated,  for  easy  reference,  at  the  beginning 
of  this  Report. 

(a)  Laboratory  Facilities.  Bacteriological  and  Pathological 
specimens  are  sent  to  the  Medical  Research  Council  Laboratory 
at  Wakefield,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  W.  P.  Lane,  and  these 
services  are  fully  adequate.  Blood  examinations  for  grouping 
Rhesus  factor  and  Kahn  tests  are  undertaken  by  the  Blood  Trans- 
fusion Service,  Sheffield. 

(b)  Ambulance  Facilities.  The  ambulance  facilities  for  your 
District  are  adequate  and  the  Depot  for  the  County  Ambulance 
Service  is  situate  at  Dunford  House,  Walh-on-Dearne,  where  5 
ambulance  cars  and  one  sitting-case  vehicle  were  available  dur- 
ing the  year.  These  services  also  cover  adjacent  Divisions. 

(c)  Nursing  in  the  Home.  By  the  final  month  of  the  year, 
approximately  10  times  as  many  Home  Nursing  visits  were  car- 
ried out  in  the  Divisional  Area  as  were  made  in  July,  1948.  Dur- 
ing December,  1949,  2,600  nursing  visits  were  made  by  5 Home 
Nurses. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  average  number  of  nursing 
visits  paid  to  each  of  the  4,000  cases  home  nursed  in  this  Div- 
ision was  about  4,  and  this  would  indicate  to  me  that  there  is 
more  acute  nursing  (infants  and  children)  being  carried  out  in 
the  homes  here,  and  less  of  the  chronic  or  “mercy”  nursing  of 
the  chronic  and  incurable  case  than  is  the  average  for  the  County 
as  a whole  based  on  the  1948  figure. 

The  accent  has  been  put  on  the  Home  Nursing  of  infants  un- 
der one  year  of  age,  and  as  an  empirical  step,  one  serious  case 
where  an  infant  in  a poor  house  could  not  be  removed  to  hospital 
because  of  its  grave  and  critical  physical  state,  was  nursed  by  two 
Queen’s  Nurses  day  and  night  for  96  hours,  and  recovered  from 
Lobar  Pneumonia.  Another  point  which  I feel  should  be  taken 
into  acount  is  the  occupational-therapy  in  the  home  of  long  term 
District  Nursing  cases.  I feel  lliat  there  should  be  as  good 
results  from  this  as  there  have  been  from  patients  residing  in 
Part  III  Accommodation  in  the  County  Area.  In  this  Division 
there  is  an  almost  unlimited  scope  for  the  work  of  the  District 
Nurse,  and  in  1950  I estimate  that  the  total  number  of  nursing 
visits  carried  out  by  these  nurses  will  be  somewhere  in  the  region 
of  35,000. 

I thus  consider  that  the  best  gateway  through  which  General 
Practitioners  can  enter  the  field  of  preventive  medicine  in  an  in- 
dustrial area  like  this  is  that  of  Home  Nursing,  and  1 find  that  the 
General  Practitioners  are  invariably  appreciative  to  a high  degree 
of  the  efforts  of  the  Home  Nurse. 


With  more  after-care  from  hospitals,  including  serious  para- 
plegic cases,  to  be  expected,  the  work  of  the  Home  Nurse  has  not, 
during  the  year,  reached  its  summit. 

(d)  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics,  including  Clinics  used 
solely  for  Diagnosis  or  Consultation. 

CONISBROUGU  URBAN  DISTRICT: 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  Garden  Lane, 
CON1SBROUGH — 

Monday:  9-30 — 12  noon  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

2-00 — 4-30  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Tuesday:  2-00 — 4-30  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Child  Weiiare  Centre,  Church  Hoad,  DENABY  MAIN — 

Monday:  9-30 — 12  noon  U.V.R.  Clinic. 

Tuesday  . 9-30 — 12  noon  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

1-30 — 4-30  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Wednesday:  9-30 — 12  noon  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 
Thursday:  9-30 — 12  noon  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

11-00 — 12  noon  Immunisation  Clinic. 

1- 30—4-30  U.V.R.  Clinic. 

Friday:  2-00 — 4-30  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

THE  DEARNE  URBAN  DIST  RICT  : 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Miners’  Welfare  llall,  Washington 
Roau,  GOLDTIiORPE— 

Monday:  9-30 — 12  noon  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

2- 00 — 4-30  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 

Thursday:  2-00 — 4-30  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Houghton  Road,  THURNSCOE— 
Monday:  9-30 — 12  noon  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

2-00 — 4-30  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 
Tuesday:  3-00 — 4-00  Immunisation  Clinic. 

MEXBOROUGH  URBAN  DISTRICT  : 

Child  Welfare  Centre,  Adwick  Pioad,  MEXBOROUGH- 

Tuesday:  9-30 — 12  noon  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

Wednesday:  2-00 — 4-30  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

Thursday:  9-30 — 12  noon  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 

2-00 — 4-30  Infant  Welfare  Clinic. 
Friday:  3-00 — 4-30  Immunisation  Clinic. 

Friday:  2-00 — 4-30  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

(e)  Child  Welfare  Centres.  Of  the  live  Child  Welfare  Cen- 
tres in  this  Division,  probably  only  the  clinics  at  Denahy  and 
Mexborough  can  he  said  to  provide  adequate  facilities  for  the 
various  clinical  sessions  held.  The  Child  Welfare  Centres  at 
Conisbrough,  Goldthorpe  and  Thurnscoe  are  all  public  buildings 
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on  lease  for  a limited  number  of  days  per  week,  and  the  condi- 
tions are  not  entirely  suitable  for  large  attendances.  Attendances 
at  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Division  during  1949  show  that 
2,124  children  made  the  following  total  number  of  attendances: — 

(a)  Under  1 year  of  age  14,443 

(b)  Over  1 year  of  age  5,946 


Total  ...  20,389 


The  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Clinic,  which  is  held  in  the  Denaby 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  which  uses  the  only  lamp  available  in 
the  Division,  has  been  very  well  attended,  but  a number  of  break- 
downs have  occurred,  and  it  would  appear  that  the  lamp  is  being 
grossly  overworked.  Arrangements  are  now  in  hand  for  the  pro- 
vision of  a further  lamp  which  it  is  proposed  to  instal  in  the  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  Mexborough.  This  would  not  only  alleviate 
some  of  the  present  strain  felt  at  the  Denaby  Clinic,  but  would 
also  avoid  unnecessary  travelling  by  children  and  parents  from 
the  Dearne  Area.  A suitable  room  is  available  in  the  Mexborough 
Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  would  prove  a central  point  for  receiv- 
ing patients  from  ihe  Dearne  and  Mexborough  Districts. 

(f)  Ante-Natal  Clinics.  Ante-Natal  Clinics  are  held  at  each 
of  the  five  Child  Welfare  Centres,  under  the  care  of  Dr.  J.  C.  A. 
Renshaw,  Junior  Obstetrician.  A total  number  of  1,159  expec- 
tant mothers  made  a total  of  5,826  visits  to  Ante-Natal  Clinics 
during  the  year. 

(g)  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. 

Dispensary  Sessions. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Monday:  10-00 — 12  noon 

Market  Street,  Wednesday:  10-00 — 12  noon 

MEXBOROUGH. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary  Thursday:  10-00 — 12  noon 

8,  Goldthorpe  Road, 

GOLDTHORPE. 

The  staff  of  these  Tuberculosis  Dispensaries  consist  of  a 
Tuberculosis  Officer  and  two  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors,  and  a 
close  liaison  is  kept  between  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dis- 
trict Sanitary  Inspectors,  and  the  medical  and  nursing  staff  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Dispensary.  Cases  indicating  domiciliary  treat- 
ment in  overcrowded  homes  are  investigated,  and  recommenda- 
tions for  housing  placed  before  the  respective  housing  Com- 
mittees. 

(h)  Venereal  Disease  Clinics.  A Treatment  and  Diagnostic 
Clinic  is  held  at  12,  Frederick  Street,  Rotherham,  and  there  are 
other  Centres  at  Barnsley,  Sheffield  and  Doncaster. 


44 


(i)  General  Hospital  Services  are  provided  by  the  Montagu 
Hospital,  Mexborough,  Moorgate  Hospital,  Rotherham,  and  Barn- 
siey  Beckett  Hospital.  All  these  hospitals  are  well  equipped  and 
staffed,  and  carry  out  a large  volume  of  acute  and  chronic  work, 
both  with  In  and  Out  Patients,  and  they  have  proved  a great  boon 
and  assistance  to  this  Division  during  the  year.  The  liaison 
between  the  Local  Health  Authority  and  the  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee  has  been  very  close,  and  Dr.  Cedric  C.  Harvey, 
Paediatrician,  and  Dr.  J.  G.  A.  Renshaw,  Junior  Obstetrician,  both 
hold  clinics  in  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

(j)  Infectious  Disease  Hospitals.  Wath  Wood  Isolation 
Hospital,  Doncaster  Isolation  Hospital,  Conisbrough  Isolation 
Hospital,  and  Kendray  Hospital,  Barnsley,  have  proved  entirely 
adequate  for  the  number  of  infectious  disease  cases  arising  in 
the  Area  and  requiring  hospital  isolation  and  treatment  during 
the  year. 

(k)  Maternity  Hospitals.  The  Maternity  Block  of  the  Mon- 
tagu Hospital,  Mexborough,  Listerdale  Maternity  Home,  Hamil- 
ton Annexe  (Doncaster),  llallamshire  Maternity  Home,  St.  Helen 
Hospital,  Barnsley,  and  the  Maternity  Ward  of  the  Moorgate  Gen- 
eral Hospital,  Rotherham,  have  all  been  available  during  the  year 
for  booked  cases  on  a priority  system  of  admission.  This  system 
includes  medical  and  obstetric  conditions,  and  also  bad  socio- 
medical conditions  which  are  ranked  high  on  the  list  of  priority. 

(2)  MENTAL  HEALTH  : 

No  Divisional  Menial  Health  Sub-Committee  has  been  formed 
in  the  Area.  The  number  of  Medical  Officers  employed  in  the 
Mental  Health  Services  consist  of  Dr.  B.  R.  A.  Demaine,  M.B., 
Ch.B.,  D.P.H.,  and  Dr.  H.  P.  Lindsay,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  Assistant  County 
Medical  Officers,  Mrs.  E.  K.  Green,  M.A.,  and  two  duly  authorised 
Officers,  Mr.  J.  H.  Webster,  and  Mr.  G.  T.  Collins.  There  is  no 
Occupation  Centre  in  this  Division,  but  efforts  are,  at  the  moment, 
being  made  to  obtain  a suitable  site  to  serve  this  and  neighbour- 
ing Divisions.  Cases  requiring  Occupational  Centre  training 
were  referred  to  the  Occupation  Centre  controlled  by  the  Don- 
caster County  Borough.  In  general,  progress  in  the  Division 
during  the  year  has  been  slow  and  the  lack  of  an  Occupation 
Centre  for  mental  defectives  has  been  an  extremely  great  handi- 
cap. 


The  attempts  of  Mrs.  E.  K.  Green,  M.A.,  the  Mental  Health 
Social  Worker,  to  home  train  five  of  the  twenty-one  adult  defec- 
tives who  are  capable  of  being  trained  are  quite  inadequate  to 
meet  the  general  need.  The  appointment,  of  a full-time  home 
trainer  might  go  some  way  to  solving  the  problem,  but  would 
still  not  answer  for  an  Occupation  Centre.  The  Doncaster  County 
Borough  Health  Department  have  very  kindly  offered  further 
vacancies  in  their  Occupation  Centre,  at  which  six  of  our  juven- 
ile defectives  were  in  attendance  at  the  end  of  1949. 


The  other  great  obstacle  in  the  way  of  developing  Mental 
Health  Service  has  been  an  inability  on  the  part  of  the  Sheffield 
Regional  Hospital  Board  to  provide  institutional  accommodation 
for  the  14  juveniles  and  5 adult  defectives  who  are  waiting  re- 
moval from  their  homes.  The  need  in  2 of  the  adult  cases  and  in 
one  of  the  juvenile  cases  is,  without  doubt,  most  urgent.  The 
only  Mental  Deficiency  Institution  vacancy  obtained  for  this  Div- 
ision during  1949  was  for  an  adult  male  defective  who  was  in 
the  hands  of  the  Police  and  in  whose  case  a Court  Order  was 
made. 

From  the  point  of  view  of  employment  of  mental  defectives, 
1949  has  been  a good  year.  Nearly  all  those  capable  of  working 
were  fairly  happily  settled  in  employment.  Over  one  quarter  of 
cases  under  Statutory  Supervision  (which  number  109)  have  pro- 
duced problems  and  entailed  exlra  visiting  (apart  from  Statutory 
visits)  during  the  year. 

Tnere  has  been  fairly  good  co-operation  between  this  Div- 
ision and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  over  the  question  of  the 
provision  of  reports  on  home  circumstances  of  mental  defectives 
in  Institutions,  and  of  the  supervision  of  mental  defectives  on 
licence  from  Institutions. 

During  the  year  no  Mental  Hospital  has  called  on  this  Divis- 
ion to  provide  a background  or  history  of  any  patient  admitted  to 
hospital,  nor  has  any  request  been  made  for  after-care  to  be  pro- 
vided for  a patient  following  discharge  from  hospital.  Some  six 
former  Mental  Hospital  patients  were  referred  to  us  for  after-care 
through  various  other  sources  during  the  year. 

The  following  table  details  the  Mental  Health  Social  Work- 
er’s activities  during  the  year  : — 
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Mental  Deficiency  Acts  1913-38. 


Mex- 

Conis- 

Div.  30 

Dearne 

borough 

brough 

1. 

No.  of  defectives  ascertained 

during  1949  

Total  No.  of  defectives 

13 

5 

2 

6 

ascertained  

128 

55 

26 

47 

2. 

No.  under  Guardianship  ... 
No.  under  Statutory 

9 

4 

3 

2 

Supervision  

No.  under  Voluntary 

109 

49 

20 

40 

Supervision  

No.  on  Licence  from 

9 

2 

3 

4 

3. 

Institution 

No.  awaiting  Institution 

1 

— 

— 

1 

vacancies  

19 

5 

4 

10 

No.  attending  Doncaster 

Occupation  Centre 

6 

3 

— 

3 

No.  being  home  trained  ... 

6 

4 

2 

— 

Reports  made  for  Regional  Hos- 

pital  Boards  (Institutional 

patient's)  

14 

7 

6 

1 

After-care  patients  (mental  hos- 

pital)  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act 

7 

3 

2 

2 

(3)  HEALTH  VISITORS  : 

During  the  year  the  Health  Visitors  in  the  Division  carried 
out  1,256  first  visits  to  children  under  one  year  of  age,  and  124 
first  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  1 to  5 years.  Subse- 
quent visits  to  children  under  one  year  total  9,320,  and  between 
the  ages  of  1 to  5 years,  7,010.  In  addition  to  these  normal  visits 
to  infants,  Health  Visitors  also  carried  out  multifarious  visits 
which  included  the  visitation  of  Measles,  Gastro-Enteritis,  Home 
Help  cases  and  socio-medical  visits,  etc. 

The  role  of  the  Health  Visitor  as  the  family  case  worker  was 
slowly  adopted  and  accepted  by  the  Health  Visitors.  At  the  same 
time  it  was  necessary  to  divorce  from  the  Health  Visitor’s  work 
ante-natal  care,  so  that  the  Midwives  became  the  Ante-Natal 
Health  Visitor.  The  only  role  of  the  Health  Visitor  in  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinic  was  that  of  health  educator  and  this  has  been  imple- 
mented only  very  slowly  during  the  year,  as  the  Health  Visitor 
at  the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  still  remains  in  administrative  charge  of 
the  clinic.  In  addition  to  this,  some  of  the  buildings  in  which 
clinics  are  held  in  this  Division  have  not  suitable  space  for  in- 
dividual or.  group  teaching  of  expectant  mothers.  No  appoint- 
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ment  oi'  a Senior  Health  Visitor  was  made,  as  I felt  that  this  was 
not  applicable  to  this  Division  since  we  are  understaffed  with 
fully  trained  Health  Visitors.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  only  the 
equivalent  of  3^  trained  Health  Visitors  were  working  in  the  Div- 
ision, administering  a population  of  60,000,  which  must  rank  as 
one  of  the  worst  in  the  West  Riding  of  Yorkshire  so  far  as  socdo- 
medical  and  environmental  conditions  are  concerned.  The  maj- 
ority of  the  work  has  been  carried  out  by  the  Assistant  Health 
Visitors,  and  I consider  their  work  as  that  of  the  trained  Health 
Visitor  to  be  very  good  indeed.  Each  Assistant  Health  Visitor, 
in  addition  to  State  Registration,  also  has  clinical  hospital  exper- 
ience of  young  children,  and  some  of  them  are  Registered  Child- 
ren’s Nurses. 

First  Birthday  Greeting  Cards  are  routinely  sent  to  infants 
attaining  the  age  of  one  year  and  the  Health  Visitor  calls  at  the 
address  to  confirm  that  the  infant  is  alive  and  living  at  the  ad- 
dress given,  a few  days  before  the  card  is  despatched  from  this 
Divisional  Office. 

A system  of  selective  visitation  of  infants  born  in  sub-stan- 
dard and  condemned  property  was  put  into  effect  early  in  the 
year,  ahd  priority  visits  were  also  made  to  illegitimate  children. 

The  Health  Visitors  were  notified  of  the  high  illegitimate 
infant  death  rate  in  1948,  and  the  result  for  1949  would  certainly 
indicate  that  a vast  improvement  in  this  matter  has  been  made, 
and  that  ihe  cause  of  this  improvement  is  probably  the  weekly 
visiting  up  to  six  months  of  age  of  such  infants,  in  the  home,  by 
the  Health  Visitor.  Thus  illegitimate  death  rate  in  the  Division  in 
1948  was  203  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births.  The  illegitimate 
death  rate  in  1949  was  16  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births. 

The  main  work  of  the  Health  Visitor  has  been  the  prevention  of 
infant  wastage,  and  infant  deaths  have  been  brought  to  her  notice 
at  the  end  of  each  quarter  during  the  year.  In  addition  to  this, 
after-care  of  the  children  in  the  home  has  gone  on  well,  the  nec- 
essary information  coming  from  the  Care,  and  After-Care  Liaison 
Officer  at  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough.  Similarly,  notifi- 
cations of  infectious  diseases  have  also  been  notified  to  Health 
Visitors  and  in  both  instances  a priority  of  visiting  has  been 
given  to  infants  under  one  year  of  age,  the  consent  of  the  family 
doctor  first  being  obtained. 

It  is  estimated  that  approximately  10  times  as  many  repeat- 
visits  were  paid  to  infants  in  their  homes  than  were  carried  out 
in  1948,  and  in  addition  to  this  the  clinic  attendances  of  infants 
and  children  under  five  years  of  age  were  also  greatly  increased. 

A great  deal  of  work  on  problem  families  was  carried  out 
during  the  year  through  the  agency  of  the  Health  Visitor,  and 
amelioration  of  living  conditions  and  care  of  the  children  of  such 
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families  lias  been  obtained.  During  the  year  42  children  were 


removed  to  County  Homes  from 
is  a short  analysis  of  this  figure 


1. 

Family 

of 

Mrs. 

A. 

2 

boys 

1 

girl 

2. 

Family 

of 

Mrs. 

B. 

3 

boys 

1 

girl 

3. 

Family 

of 

Mrs. 

B. 

2 

girls 

1 

infant 

(boy) 

4. 

Family 

of 

Mrs. 

B. 

2 

boys 

5. 

Family 

of 

Mrs. 

C. 

4 

boys 

6. 

Family 

of 

Mrs. 

C. 

4 

girls 

3 

boys 

7. 

Family 

of 

Mrs. 

F. 

1 

boy 

8.  Family  of  Mrs.  J.  or  P. 

4 boys 

9.  Family  of  Mrs.  T.  or  H. 

3 girls 

10.  Family  of  Mrs.  W.  2 boys 

11.  Family  of  Mrs.  Y.  3 girls 

1 boy 


12. 

Family  of  Mrs.  A. 

2 child- 

ren 

13. 

Family  of  Mrs.  D. 

1 girl 

14. 

Family  of  Mrs.  F. 

2 child- 

ren 


this  Division,  and  the  following 

Welfare  case.  Gomersall  3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  of 
Mother.  Infant  boy  died  ...  4 

N.S.P.C.C.  case.  No  prose- 
cution   3 

Welfare  case.  Skellow  Hall  2 

Fit  Persons  Order  in  care  of 
Grandmother.  Parents  con- 
victed of  neglect— husband 
6 months;  wife  3 months  im- 
prisonment   4 

N.S.P.C.C.  case  — neglect. 
Husband  6 months  impris- 
onment. Mother  2 years 
probation  7 

Father  6 months  imprison- 
ment. Mother  pregnant  and 
this  child  now  born  and 
cared  for  by  N.S.P.C.C.  ...  1 

N.S.P.C.C.  case.  Husband  6 
months  imprisonment. 

Mother  3 months  imprison- 
ment. Impetigo  of  children  4 

Welfare  case — Part  III 
Accommodation  3 

Widower.  Condemned 
House  2 

Young  widow  with  bilateral 
mastectomy.  Information 
from  Health  Visitor,  Almon- 
er, Montagu  Hospital,  to  Div- 
isional Medical  Officer,  and 
to  Divisional  Welfare  Officer  4 

Mother  vagrant  sleeping  in 
Hut  with  children.  6 
months  imprisonment. 
N.S.P.C.C.  case  2 

Child  abandoned.  Fit  Per- 
sons Order,  Notts.  County 

Council  1 

Committed  to  the  care  of 
the  County  Council  on  4.3.49  2 
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Although  not  satisfied  with  the  removal  of  children  of  prob- 
lem families  as  a permanent  solution  to  any  part  of  the  question 
of  problem  families,  I am  satisfied  that  each  and  every  case  above 
was  one  in  which  action  really  was  necessary  in  the  interest  of 
the  child’s  health. 

(4)  MATERNITY  AM)  CHILD  WELFARE  : 

(i)  Report  on  the  Separation  of  Preventive  Obstetrics  from  Pre- 
ventive Paediatrics,  and  the  Unified  control  of  the  Expectant 

Mo tiier  Group. 

GENERAL. 

During  1949,  in  Division  No.  30  (Mexborough)  the  total  num- 
ber of  births  was  1,263,  and  as  there  were  17  sets  of  twins  deliv- 
ered during  the  year,  the  total  number  of  expectant  mothers 
confined  during  the  year  was  1,246. 

The  total  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending  the  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  this  Divisional  Area 
during  the  year  was  1,159,  and  the  actual  number  of  attendances 
at  these  clinics  was  5,826.  As  the  average  number  of  expectant 
mothers  attending  West  Riding  Clinics  has  increased  from  400 
per  month  to  nearly  500  per  month,  the  cost  per  patient,  men- 
tioned in  last  year’s  report,  has  correspondingly  decreased. 

Thus  on  the  average  each  expectant  mother  made  between 
five  and  six  visits  to  the  clinic  before  delivery.  Also  it  is  esti- 
mated that  93%  of  the  expectant  mothers  in  this  Division  during 
1949  attended  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  Ante-Natal  Clinics. 
This  has  meant  heavy  clinics  with  an  average  attendance  of 
abouL  30  expectant  mothers,  examined  in  3 hours. 

At  the  same  time,  Dr.  Renshaw  under  Dr.  D.  H.  Lees,  the 
Consultant  Obstetrician,  attended  the  Out-Patients’  Department 
of  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough,  and  carried  out  clinical 
examinations  of  432  expectant  mothers,  who  made  1,431  visits 
during  the  year. 

Most  of  these  Ante-Natal  out-patients  attending  the  hospital 
were  booked  for  delivery  in  the  Montagu  Hospital,  or  elsewhere, 
e.g.,  The  Jessop  Hospital,  Sheffield,  and  it  is  estimated  that  at 
least  50%  of  these  expectant  mothers  had  attended  the  Health 
Authority’s  Clinics  in  this  Division,  had  been  booked  by  means 
of  Forms  C.W.9.  and  C.W.9.A.  for  hospital  confinement,  and  at- 
tended the  Hospital  Out-Patients’  Department  for  routine  exam- 
ination. 

During  the  year  there  were  206  expectant  mothers  confined 
under  the  care  of  the  .Junior  Obstetrician  at  the  Montagu  Hospital, 
Mexborough,  and  when  considering  this  number  it  is  necessary 
to  realise  that  staff  difficulties  made  it  impossible  for  the  Mater- 


liity  Unit  lo  be  opened  during  purl  of  the  year.  There  are  22 
lying-in  beds,  anti  if  adequate  staff  is  available  it  is  thought  that 
between  300  and  400  expectant  mothers  could  be  confined  there 
in  a year.  When  this  occurs  about  half  of  the  Junior  Obstet- 
rician’s time  will  be  spent  in  the  Maternity  Unit. 

In  the  past,  the  expectant  mothers  of  Mexborough  had  atten- 
ded the  Ante-Natal  Clinic  in  Swinton,  and  it  was  thought  that  a 
Clinic  for  them  in  this  Division  was  preferable.  On  20th  April, 
1949,  a weekly  clinic  was  started  at  the  Mexborough  Child  Wel- 
fare Centre,  Adwick  Road.  This  Clinic  has  grown,  and  although 
there  were  minor  difficulties  at  the  start,  it  is  felt  that  the  inau- 
guration of  this  clinic  has  been  a success  and  has  supplied  a 
great  local  need. 

The  appointment  of  Dr.  Renshaw  to  take  charge  of  five  Ante- 
Natal  Clinics  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  in  this  Division  has 
proved  a key  factor  in  the  making  of  a clinic  team.  At  each  clinic 
the  Health  Visitor  is  present  to  be  in  administrative  charge  of 
the  clinic,, .and  responsible  for  group-teaching  of  expectant  moth- 
ers. Also  the  Relief  and  all  Domiciliary  Midwives  make  every 
effort  to  attend.  During  the  year  there  has  been  a marked  in- 
crease in  the  clinic  work  of  the  Midwives  who  followed-up  the 
advice  given  in  the  clinic,  in  the  home,  paying  particular  attention 
to  diet,  vitamin  take-up,  rest,  and  general  arrangements  for  the 
confinement  About  five  hundred  such  ante-natal  domiciliary 
visits  were  made  each  month  by  the  13  Midwives  in  the  Division. 

1 am  glad  to  say  that  there  has  been  no  criticism  of  the  great 
amount  of  work  carried  out  in  these  clinics  from  General  Prac- 
titioners or  any  other  body. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1949,  DIV.  30  MEXBOROLGH. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimated  mid-1949  population  of  the 
Division  was  60,120  and  the  number  of  births  was  1,263.  The 
Divisional  birth  rate  was  thus  20.9  per  1,000  population. 

The  still  birth  rate  during  1949  was  19.4  per  1,000  live  and 
still  births,  whereas  in  1948  the  corresponding  figure  was  33.0. 

The  Infant  death  rate  for  1949  was  41  per  1,000  related  live 
births  whereas  the  figure  for  1948  was  56,  and  the  five  year  aver- 
age— 1944  to  1948  was  also  56  per  1,000  related  births. 

Neo-natai  death  rate  during  1949  was  23.7  per  1,000  related 
live  births;  the  corresponding  figure  for  1948  being  31.0. 

The  Maternal  Mortality  rate  was  0.79  per  1,000  related  live 
births;  the  corresponding  figure  for  1948  was  0.77. 

The  Hospital  statistics  show  that  of  the  206  deliveries  carried 
out  in  the  Montagu  Hospital  there  were  0 still  births  out  of  the 
Divisional  total  of  25  still  births  for  the  year. 
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COMMENTS  ON  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1949,  DIVISION  30 

MEXBOROUGH. 

Owing  to  the  small  number  of  births  under  consideration, 
variations  in  these  rates  will  occur,  but  it  can  certainly  be  said 
that  the  present  trend  is  favourable  and  these  vital  statistics  are 
approaching  the  National  rates. 

There  was  no  significant  change  in  the  number  of  primi- 
gravida  expectant  mothers  delivered  at  home  during  1948  and 

1949. 

The  average  yearly  infant  death  rate  for  the  five  years  1944 
to  1948  was  56  and  this  was  also  the  figure  for  1948,  whilst  the 
figure  for  1949  was  41  per  1,000  live  births.  This  shows  a great 
improvement  and  it  is  appreciated  that,  given  the  same  condi- 
tions. this  improvement  will  be  maintained  in  future  years. 

Not  only  has  the  still  birth  rate  fallen  to  the  lowest  ever  re- 
corded in  this  District,  but  there  has  also  been  a drop  in  the  neo- 
natal and  infant  death  rales.  The  infant  death  rate  is  also  the 
lowest  ever  recorded 


POLICY. 

it  was  appreciated  that  the  appointment  of  Dr.  Renshaw  was 
a pilot  for  future  policy;  and  the  progress  of  this  scheme,  together 
with  the  effect  of  his  appointment  on  the  community  health  of 
the  expectant  mother  group  has  been  closely  watched. 

One  of  the  disadvantages  in  this  combined  appointment, 
which  unifies  the  control  of  the  expectant  mother  group,  is  that 
the  grading  oj  the  appointment  by  the  Regional  Hospital  Board 
should  be  that  of  Junior  Hospital  Officer.  The  great  impact  of 
this  appointment  on  community  health  deserves,  in  my  opinion, 
the  grading  of  Senior  Hospital  Medical  Officer  or  that  of  a spec- 
ialist in  obstetrical  social  matters. 

In  the  past,  the  duty  of  the  Ante-Natal  Officer  without  Spec- 
ialist experience  has  been  the  elimination  from  the  Clinic  atten- 
dances of  those  expectant  mothers  who  are  clinically  abnormal 
to  the  care  of  the  General  Practitioner. 

Since  the  event  of  unified  control  of  the  expectant  mother 
group,  together  with  the  separation  of  preventive  Obstetrics  from 
preventive  Paediatrics,  the  policy  is  now  to  send  out  the  clinically 
abnormal  or  the  potentially  abnormal  from  the  Ante-Natal  Clin- 
ics, and  leave  only  the  clinically  normal,  from  which  a further 
moiety  is  seeded  on  grounds  of  poor  social  conditions  in  the 
home,  for  domiciliary  confinement. 
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Thus  taking  only  one  example,  breech  presentation  only  oc- 
curred three  times  in  845  domiciliary  births  in  the  Division  in 
1949,  and  in  all  these  three  cases  the  expectant  mother  did  not 
satisfactorily  attend  the  Clinic. 

External  version  in  all  other  clinic  cases  was  performed  at  the 
Clinic  or,  in  cases  of  difficulty,  referred  to  Mr.  D.  H.  Lees,  Con- 
sultant Obstetrician  and  Gynaecologist  at  the  Jessop  Hospital, 
Sheffield,  and  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough. 

This  same  process  of  exclusion  of  the  abnormal  from  dom- 
iciliary confinement  was  made  with  all  other  abnormalities  as  far 
as  possible,  as  it  was  considered  that  Dr.  Renshaw,  having  spec- 
ialist knowledge,  should,  to  be  of  full  value,  make  use  of  his 
special  knowledge  of  treatment  as  well  as  of  diagnosis  and  should 
act  accordingly.  Cases  were  thus  referred  direct  to  the  Consul- 
tant Cline  or  admitted  to  the  Maternity  Unit  at  the  Montagu 
Hospital,  or  other  Maternity  Hospital. 

There  have  been  additions  to  the  list  of  general  practitioners 
undertaking  domiciliary  midwifery  in  the  Area  during  the  year. 
These  additions  to  the  list  were  Assistants  to  Principals  in  Gen- 
eral Practice.  This  has  raised  the  problem  of  ensuring  that  as 
many  expectant  mothers  as  possible  attend  the  Ante-Natal  Clin- 
ics of  the  Health  Authority,  and  of  supporting  the  Midwives  in 
their  desire  to  act  as  such,  and  not  to  become,  too  often,  a 
Maternity  Nurse.  Meetings  have  been  held  about  these  problems 
with  the  Practitioners  concerned,  and  the  position  has  been  satis- 
factorily explained  by  reference  to  the  circular  E.C.N.27  (July, 
1949),  which  is  a statement  prepared  by  the  Standing  Maternity 
and  Midwifery  Advisory  Committee  to  the  Central  Health  Ser- 
vices Council. 

1 feel  that  as  93%  of  expectant  mothers  attended  the  Clinic, 
and  as  only  34  mothers  were  confined  in  their  homes  by  General 
Practitioners  with  the  aid  of  Maternity  Nurses  during  the  year— 
as  against  845  delivered  by  the  Midwives — it  can  be  seen  that 
these  difficulties  have,  in  the  main,  been  overcome  and  the  family 
Doctor  and  his  Assistant  have  been  willing,  in  this  Area,  to  refer 
their  expectant  mother  cases  who  have  been  booked  on  E.C.24  to 
the  Clinic. 


CONCLUSION. 

The  work  of  a Junior  Obstetrician  during  the  year  has  been 
very  successful  and  this  success  is  being  reflected  in  the  sound 
improvement  in  the  vital  statistics. 

The  scheme  would  be  rounded  off  best  by  the  addition  to  Dr. 
Renshaw’s  appointment  of  the  professional  work  associated  with 
a Flying  Squad  and  the  status  of  this  Doctor  in  the  Hospital 
should  be  improved  from  that  of  Junior  Hospital  Officer. 
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In  the  main,  to  be  a success,  and  to  work  with  long  term 
efficiency,  there  is  no  doubt  that  preventive  Obstetrics  should  be 
aligned  with  preventive  Paediatrics  and  the  appointment  in  either 
case  should  carry  Specialist  status. 

In  order  to  obtain  the  full  benefit  of  this  appointment  which 
unifies  the  control  of  the  expectant  mother  group  and  which  is 
such  an  integral  part  of  the  Public  Health  team  in  this  area,  it 
is  thought  that  one  such  appointment  for  an  area  having  1,200 
births  per  year  represents  an  optimum. 

Appended  to  this  Report  are  two  graphs  detailing  the  com- 
parative Still  Birth  and  Infantile  Mortality  rates  as  compared  with 
those  rates  for  England  and  Wales. 

(ii)  Midwifery  Service.  The  Midwife  has  in  this  Division 
become  the  Ante-Natal  Health  Visitor,  and  special  attent/ion  has 
been  given  to  Hie  question  of  Vitamin  uptake,  proper  diet,  and 
adequate  rest  of  the  expectant  mother,  and  social  conditions  in 
the  home. 

Early  in  the  year  Miss  Washington  carried  out  a dietary  sur- 
vey in  four  of  the  Clinics,  and  afterwards  in  the  month  of  March, 
addressed  ah  the  Midwives,  and  had  a general  discussion  on  the 
findings  of  the  survey.  These  were  mostly  to  the  effect  that  only 
about  one  in  three  of  the  expectant  mothers  during  pregnancy 
took  any  vitamins  at  all,  and  about  5%  of  expectant  mothers  ap- 
parently did  not  even  get  a R.B.7  Ration  Book,  and  where  this 
was  obtained,  there  was  a tendency  for  the  expectant  mother  to 
give  the  husband  the  extra  protein  to  eat  at  his  work. 

Because  of  the  quiet  personality  of  Dr.  Renshaw,  and  to  some 
extent  an  administrative  drive,  the  team  spirit  and  “esprit  de 
corps’’  of  the  midwives  has  improved.  I am  very  glad  of  the 
constant  supervision  of  the  Midwives  by  Miss  Harvey.  In  gen- 
eral, I think  that  the  status  of  the  Midwife  has  been  raised  here 
during  the  year. 

As  part  of  the  ante-natal  health  visiting  duties,  Form  C.W. 
9.A.  (socio-medical  investigation)  for  Hospital  confinements  have 
been  completed  following  on  Midwives’  investigations  instead  of 
Health  Visitors  as  formerly. 

The  overall  picture  of  the  Maternity  Service  was  somewhat 
obscured  early  in  the  year,  due  to  the  fact  that  Midwives  were 
not  available  for  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mexborough.  This  was 
partially  rectified  in  the  late  summer  when  five  part-time  Mid- 
wives were  appointed,  although  there  is  still  no  Sister-in-Charge 
of  the  Maternity  Unit.  I think  that  this  Hospital  will  ultimately 
prove  a very  good  training  ground  for  Domiciliary  Midwives. 
Thus,  sound  Midwifery  on  the  District  will  be  assured. 
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During  the  year  7 cars  have  become  available  for  Midwives, 
and  all  have  Minnitt  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia  Machines,  and  are 
efficient  in  Ihe  use  of  this  apparatus.  This  Analgesia  has  been 
very  well  received  and  the  results  as  shown  below  indicate  a very 
high  “take-up”  of  this  service  : — 

No.  of  Domiciliary  Confinements 861 

No.  of  cases  G.  & A.  administered 322 

Percentage  Rate  37.4 

The  following  are  examples  of  remarks  made  in  report  form 
by  Midwives  upon  the  administration  of  Gas  and  Air  Analgesia: — 

(a)  “Patient  co-operated  well.  4th  para.  Was  very  pleased. 

Did  not  feel  the  baby  born.” 

(b)  “Satisfactory.  6th  para.  Mother  very  satisfied,  and  says 

‘Gas  and  Air  of  great  help’.” 

(c)  “Very  effective  and  of  great  help  in  case  of  prolonged 

labour.” 

(d)  “Patient  co-operated  well  and  obtained  some  relief.” 

(e)  “Satisfactory.  Patient  could  not  praise  machine  enough. 

Gas  and  Air  given  for  3-4  hours.” 

(f)  “Very  successful.  k\  hours." 

(g)  “Gas  and  Mr  was  administered  during  the  second  stage 

of  labour.  The  patient  co-operated  well  and  obtained 

considerable  relief  from  pain.” 

In  April,  an  Ante-Natal  Clinic  was  commenced  at  the  Mex- 
borough  Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  this  is  going  well. 

During  the  year,  one  Council  House  was.  made  available 
through  the  District  Council,  for  a Midwife  on  the  Housing  Es- 
tate at  Mexborough. 

Some  publicity  was  given  by  the  County  Dental  Officer  to  the 
fact  that  earlier  on  in  the  year  appointments  were  made  for  15 
expectant  mothers  from  this  Division  to  have  their  teeth  exam- 
ined and  treated  at  one  County  Dental  Clinic  one  afternoon,  and 
not  one  Mother  attended.  However  at  the  end  of  the  year  this 
position  had  improved.  Every  effort  is  being  made  by  the  Mid- 
wife, but  I feel  that  these  efforts  will  have  to  continue  for  some 
years  until  this  one  matter  is  put  right. 

There  has  been  a poor  take-up  of  the  facilities  offered  by  the 
Ante-Natal  Hostel  at  Brighouse,  and  this  is  because  at  the  present 
time  expectant  mothers  in  this  Area  simply  will  not  leave  their 
husbands,  their  children,  and  their  homes. 
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An  increase  in  the  number  of  children  being  breast  fed  has 
taken  place  during  the  year,  and  I think  to  some  measure,  this 
has  been  due  to  the  good  advice  of  the  Midwives. 

With  regard  to  the  work  of  the  Midwives  in  1950,  I feel  that 
initially  this  must  be  a consolidation  of  those  ideas  already  par- 
tially implemented,  together  with  the  further  raising  of  the  status 
of  the  Midwife  by  the  use  of  the  Sphygmomanometer  in  her  daily 
practice,  and  also  by  commencing  under  her  direction,  ante-natal 
exercises  Tor  expectant  mothers  in  the  Clinics. 

(iii)  Care  of  the  Premature  Infant.  I am  very  pleased  in- 
deed by  the  amount  of  care  of  premature  low  weight  babies 
which  has  been  taken  by  the  Midwives.  Analysis  of  the  figure 
shows  that  17  babies  were  nursed  in  three  Sorrento  Cots  held 
here,  and  of  this  total,  only  2 babies  died.  The  average  weight  at 
birth  was  about  3£  lbs.  Except  in  very  bad  homes,  I feel  that  a 
premature  baby  of  this  weight  is  as  safe  to  rear  in  the  home  as 
in  the  Hospital. 

During  the  year  3 Midwives  were  trained  in  the  Sorrento 
method  of  care  of  the  premature  baby,  and  were  awarded  Certifi- 
cates of  Proficiency.  A scheme  is  being  put  into  operation  so  that 
when  an  expectant  mother  goes  into  premature  labour  at  her 
home,  arrangements  are  made  for  a premtaure  baby  cot  to  be 
delivered  by  Ambulance,  and  the  Sorrento  trained  Midwife 
brought  in  to  receive  the  low  weight  baby  into  a warmed  cot  at 
the  moment  of  birth. 

I append  below  a statistical  table  showing  the  number  of 
premature  children  born  in  the  Division,  with  details  of  surviv- 
als and  deaths  : — 
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Definition  of  a Stillbirth  : — A child  is  stillborn  when  it  has  issued  forth  from  its  mother  after  the  twenty- 
eighth  week  of  pregnancy  and  has  not,  at  any  time  after  being  completely  expelled  from  its  mother, 
breathed  or  shown  any  other  signs  of  life. 
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(iv)  Vaccination  &.  Immunisation.  Facilities  for  Diphtheria 
Immunisation,  and  Vaccination  against  Smallpox,  are  readily 
available  in  the  Division,  but  I regret  that  in  spite  of  repealed 
propaganda  full  benefit  is  not  being  derived  from  this  scheme. 
Several  pilot  immunisation  sessions  were  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  the  various  schools  and  also  a great  deal  of  work  was  done 
in  the  various  Child  Welfare  Centres.  This  drive  resulted  in  a 
greatly  increased  number  of  children  immunised  in  1949,  both 
in  primary  immunisations  and  booster  doses  as  will  be  seen  from 
the  appended  Table,  but  I appeal  to  all  parents  to  take  advantage 
of  this  scheme  with  both  new  babies  and  school  children  who 
are  requiring  further  immunisation. 

In  this  Division.  1st  Birthday  Greeting  Cards  are  despatched 
to  all  children  on  their  first  birthday,  with  a reminder  and  par- 
ents’ Consent  Form  attached,  so  that  they  may  use  this  service. 
This  scheme  has  been  inaugurated  now  approximately  18  months, 
and  I consider  that  the  increase  in  our  percentage  rate  of  children 
of  pre-school  age  who  are  now  immunised  is  to  a great  degree 
due  to  this  form  of  reminder. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  Vaccination  Table,  the  figures  reflect 
a general  apathy  towards  the  value  of  vaccination. 

The  number  of  persons  vaccinated  during  1949  would  no 
doubt  not  have  been  so  large  had  not  a case  of  suspected  Small- 
pox, subsequently  diagnosed  as  adult  Chicken  Pox,  occurred  in 
the  Dearne  Area. 

All  possible  propaganda  and  information  is  made  available 
of  this  service  and  it  is  hoped  that  figures  may  be  improved  in 
the  course  of  the  next  year  or  so. 

I append  below  Table  of  Statistics  relating  to  Diphtheria  Im- 
munisation and  Vaccination  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1949 
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(5)  SECTION  28,  PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE,  AND 

AFTER  CARE  : 

(i)  Hospital  After-Care.  In  May,  1949,  a West  Riding  County 

Council  Health  Visitor  was  designated  as  a Care  and  After-Care 
Liaison  Officer,  and  appointed  to  the  Montagu  Hospital,  Mex- 
borough,  for  three  half-days  each  week,  on  Tuesday,  Wednesday, 
and  Friday  afternoons,  with  a view  to  establishing  liaison 
between  the  hospital  and  the  home.  Her  duties  included  the 
provision  of  information  of  all  patients  requiring  follow-up  treat- 
ment, investigation  of  environmental  home  conditions  prior  to 
discharge,  particularly  with  regard  to  infants,  and  dealing  with 
any  personal  problems  which  a patient  may  have  had  in  his  or 
her  home  life  which  may  have  affected  the  patient’s  illness  or 
arisen  as  a result  of  such  illness.  During  her  sessions  at  the 
hospital,  the  Care  and  After-Care  Liaison  Officer  has  also  been 
available  to  interview  patients’  relatives. 

The  attachment  of  this  Health  Visitor  to  the  hospital  has  been 
of  great  benefit  to  patients  and  has  definitely  provided  the  link 
between  the  hospital  service  and  the  after-care  arrangements  of 
the  Local  Health  Authority,  as  envisaged  by  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  which  is  necessary  to  ensure 
the  essential  follow-up  and  continued  supervision  of  patients  dis- 
charged from  hospital. 

Cases  which  require  the  attention  of  the  Home  Nursing  Ser- 
vice, the  provision  of  appliances,  etc.,  the  scope  of  the  hospital 
services,  and  rehabilitation,  were  readily  undertaken  and  nec- 
essary arrangements  made.  The  Senior  Registrar  of  the  Montagu 
Hospital,  Mr.  I.  H.  Meyer,  F.R.C.S.,  has  greatly  appreciated  the 
work  performed,  and  strongly  supports  the  continuation  and  fur- 
therance of  the  scheme. 

Details  of  the  work  performed  by  the  Care  and  After-Care 
Liaison  Officer  during  the  period  10th  May, -1949,  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1949,  are  appended  below  : — 


60  Half  Day  Sessions. 


637  Patients  in  hospital  (excluding  short  term  cases) 

141  Interviews 
34  Home  Visits 

29  Home  Nurses — arranged  for  patients  after  leaving  hos- 
pital 

19  Home  Helps  arranged  and  employed 

20  Home  investigations  carried  out 

3 Cases — rehabilitation — change  of  employment: — 


(a)  1 very  successful — patient  co-operative,  entered 
training  centre,  now  settled  permanently  in  good 
employment 

(b)  i training  arranged — after  convalescent  period  com- 
pleted. 

(c)  1 doubtful  outcome,  patient  unco-operative 

7 Cases  helped  through  National  Assistance 

3 Special  appliances  supplied — various  sources  which 
applied  to  particular  cases 

3 Transfers  to  Open  Air  Schools,  and  1 pending 
l Old  Age  Pensioner,  no  abode — transferred  to  institution. 

1.  All  Castries  and  special  diets;  kept  under  supervision  unless 
otherwise  indicated. 

2.  Discharges  of  children  and  after-care  required  were  notified 
to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officers. 

3.  Complete  liaison  established  with  Home  Nursing  Service — 
in  one  particular  and  unusual  case  2 Home  Nurses  were  in- 
vited to  hospital,  introduced  to  the  Ward  Sister,  also  the 
patient,  and  case  nursing,  etc.,  discussed,  thus  ensuring  con- 
tinuance of  hospital  treatment,  and  suitable  adaptions  in 
patients''  own  home. 

4.  Family  of  4 children  placed  in  Residential  Schools  and  Nur- 
sery, to  hasten  mother's  admission  to  hospital  for  Mastec- 
tomy. 

5.  Special  Departments  contacted,  and  problems  dealt  with, 
b.  Wards  visited  thrice  weekly. 

At  the  time  of  writing,  arrangements  have  proceeded  for  this 
service  to  be  extended  to  other  areas  and  also  a more  compre- 
hensive system  of  notification  has  been  installed  to  maintain  the 
essential  link  between  the  general  family  practitioner,  the  hos- 
pital, and  the  Local  Health  Authority. 

(ii)  Tuberculosis  Afler-Care.  The  Chief  Consultant  Tuber- 
culosis Officer  lor  ibis  Division,  Dr.  E.  Ratner,  has  two  clinics 
available  for  use  at  the  present  moment,  one  situate  in  Market 
Street,  Mexborough,  and  the  other  in  Goldthorpe  Road,  Gold- 
thorpe.  The  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  carry  out  the  necessary 
home  visitations,  clinical  duties,  etc.,  and  I am  pleased  to  report 
on  the  excellent  co-ordination  of  this  service  between  Dr.  Ratner, 
the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  and  myself.  As. a result  of  hous- 
ing investigations  a number  of  notified  priority  domiciliary  cases 
have  been  rehoused  during  the  year,  through  the  respective  Dis- 
trict Councils,  whilst  nursing  equipment,  e.g.,  air-rings,  spu- 
tum cups  for  domiciliary  cases,  and  garden  chalets  have  been 
provided  for  patients  in  the  District. 
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Provision  ol'  Extra  Nourishment.  During  the  year  the  scheme 
for  the  provision  of  extra  nourishment  for  Tuberculosis  patients 
was  taken  over  by  this  Division.  Two  pints  of  milk  per  day  are 
supplied  to  these  patients  free  of  charge,  consequent  upon  the 
recommendation  of  the  Consultant  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and  on 
31st  December,  1949,  29  patients  were  in  receipt  of  this  assistance. 

.Mass  Radiography  Survey. 

As  envisaged  in  my  1948  report,  arrangements  were  made 
for  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  at  Sheffield  to  conduct  a public 
survey  in  the  Area,  and  they  were  eventually  accommodated  at 
the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  Mexborough.  The  survey  was  an  out- 
standing success,  and  5,500  miniature  films  were  taken.  The 
following  Tables  are  a synopsis  of  the  result.  It  is  hoped  that 
a follow-up  survey  of  a similar  nature  may  be  performed  in  the 
course  of  the  next  two  or  three  years  : — 


Summary  of  Operations — Mass  Radiography  Survey  held  at  the 
Divisional  Health  Office  (W.R.C.C.)  Mexborough — 9th 
September  to  7th  October,  1949. 


Attendances  for  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

35  mm.  film  examination 

General  Public  examinees 

1152 

1367 

2519 

Local  lirms  and  factories,  etc. 

• • • 

34G 

836 

1182 

Mexborough  Area  schools 

• • • 

380 

305 

685 

Barnsley  Girls’  High  School 

• • • 

— 

544 

544 

School  (teaching)  staffs  

• • • 

75 

189 

264 

School  canteen  etc.,  staffs 

• • • 

— 

125 

125 

Miners’  Hostel,  Mexborough 

... 

128 

— 

128 

Total 

• • • 

2081 

3366 

5447 

Large  Film  recall 

137 

162 

299 

Clinical  Interview 

• • • 

86 

87 

173 

Total  attendances 

• • • 

2304 

3615 

5919 

Tuberculosis  suspect  cases  referred  to 

Mexborough  Chest  Clinic 

: — 

18 

13 

31 

Doncaster  Chest  Clinic  

• • • 

9 

5 

14 

Rotherham  Chest  Clinic  

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

Barnsley  Chest  Clinic  

• • • 

— 

4 

4 

West  Riding  County  M.O. 

• • • 

— 

2 

2 

Examinees’  own  doctor  

• • • 

1 

— 

1 

“Known  Case”  to  Mexborough  Chest 
Clinic  

1 

1 

Non-tuberculosis  cases  referred  to 
examinees’  own  doctor 

• • • 

44 

53 

97 

62 


Analysis  of  Cases  of  Suspected  Tuberculosis. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1.  Significant  Lesions 

27 

21 

48 

A.  Treatment  Cases  ...  . ... 

10 

10 

20 

B.  Observation  Cases  

17 

11 

28 

2.  Re  X-Ray  only 

at  3,  6,  or  12  months 

3 

3 

6 

Number  of  significant  cases  obtained  in 

various 

examination 

groups. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

General  Public  (Open  Sessions)  

lo 

10 

25 

Factory,  Office,  etc.  

2 

6 

8 

Miners’  Hostel  

8 

— 

8 

Schools 

9 

5 

7 

Miners’  Hostel,  Adwiek  Road,  Mexborough. 

Treatment  cases  2 

Observation  crises 6 

Re-check  cases  1 

Cases  of  Suspected  Pneumoconiosis. 

16  cases  oi'  suspected  pneumoconiosis  (all  in  Coal  Miners  or 
Ex-Miners)  were  discovered. 

(6)  DOMEST  IC  HELP  SERVICE  : 

In  this  mining  area,  with  only  a slight  amount  of  light  in- 
dustry using  female  labour,  there  is  an  almost  untapped  pool  of 
female  labour  that  could  be  employed  in  this  Service.  In  addi- 
tion in  this  Area,  there  are  poor  social  circumstances,  and  the 
feeling  is  that  confinements  are  probably  best  carried  out  in  the 
home. 

Thus  105  cases  of  the  252  in  which  Home  Helps  were  used 
were  domiciliary  confinements.  The  next  important  use  was 
for  the  pre-eclamptic  expectant  mother,  and  I am  very  satisfied 
that  the  use  of  the  Home  Helps  in  22  such  cases  has  been  of  great 
medical  value,  and  diminished  the  incidence  of  a premature 
labour. 

There  would  appear,  in  the  future,  to  be  more  need  for 
younger  able-bodied  women  to  be  enrolled  in  the  Home  Help 
Service,  in  order  to  care  for  aged  cases,  and  perhaps  some  increase 
in  middle-aged  and  elderly  women  to  work  in  households  where 
there  are  young  children. 

Some  attempt  has  been  made,  by  example,  in  method  and 
cleanliness  to  improve  the  standards  in  the  homes  in  which  the 
Help  is  erh ployed. 
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No  bar  has  been  pul  upon  the  dirty  nature  of  homes,  and 
Home  Helps  have  even  been  put  into  Nissen  Huts.  In  those  cases 
where  a Home  Help  has  neen  put  into  the  home  of  an  aged  person, 
a return  of  morale  and  pride  in  the  home  has  frequently  been  ob- 
served in  the  aged  occupant. 

I am,  however,  constantly  disturbed  by  the  fact  that  there 
are  so  many  cases  where  there  are  no  friends  and  relatives  avail- 
able to  help  out  those  in  difficulty. 

I append  below  a Table  which  details  the  number  of  Dom- 
estic Helps  employed  and  the  number  of  cases  provided  with 
assistance  during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1949  : — 

(a)  Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31st  December  : — 

(i)  Whole  Time N<il 

(ii)  Part  Time  ...  36 

(b)  Number  of  cases  provided  with  Domestic  Helps  during 
year  ended  31st  December,  and  classification  of  such  cases, 
i.e.,  reason  for  provision  : — 


(i ) 1 1 1 •••  •••  ••• 

90 

• ••  •••  •••  t/v 

(ii)  Lying-in  

105 

• ••  •••  •••  x vyt/ 

(hi)  Expectant  mothers  ... 

22 

• ••  • • • ••• 

(iv)  Mentally  defective  ... 

Nil 

(v)  Aged  

27 

• ••  •••  •••  **■  • 

(vi)  Children  of  school  age 

O 

•••  •••  •••  o 

Total  ...  252 

(7)  SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE  : 

The  two  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers,  Dr.  B.  R.  A. 
Demaine  and  Dr.  H.  F.  Lindsay,  had  an  extremely  busy  year,  as 
will  be  seen  on  examination  of  the  number  of  inspections  carried 
out  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1949. 

The  arrears  due  to  war  and  post  war  conditions  have  now 
been  overtaken  and  during  the  year  all  the  schools  in  the  area 
were  fully  inspected.  On  the  whole  the  health  of  the  school 
children  in  the  Division  is  fairly  good. 

Dr.  H.  F.  Lindsay  attended  a course  on  Educationally  Sub- 
Normal  and  Mentally  Defective  Children,  and  this  has  proved 
very  useful  both  to  the  doctor  and  to  the  Division  as  a whole. 
Both  Assistant  County  Medical  Officers  are  thus  now  qualified  to 
deal  with  this  type  of  case  and  can  follow  each  case  through  to 
its  ultimate  destination. 
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Dr.  G.  C.  Harvey’s  Paediatric  Clinics  have  been  both  very  in- 
teresting and  instructive,  and  together  with  the  attendance  of 
both  doctors  at  the  Sheffield  Children’s  Hospital,  are  keeping  the 
School  Medical  Officers  up  to  date  with  the  new  thoughts  and 
methods  in  Paediatrics. 

During  the  year  approximately  12  final  year  pre-nursing 
students  from  the  Schofield  Technical  College,  Mexborough,  have 
attended  our  clinics  each  week,  as  Clinical  Assistants.  This 
training  is  of  great  help  to  them  and  also  to  us,  and  may  assure 
the  supply  during  ihe  next  ten  years  of  Health  Visitors,  School 
Nurses,  and  Home  Nurses. 

I set  out  below  details  of  the  two  Assistant  County  Medical 
Officer’s  reports  on  the  year’s  working,  together  with  the  number 
of  Inspections  carried  out  during  the  year  1949  : — 

Number  of  Inspections  during  1949  : — 

Entrants  

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group  


Number  of  Ollier  Inspections  : — 

Number  of  Special  Inspections  ... 
Number  of  Re-Inspections 


Pupils  found  to  require  Treatment  : — 

Entrants  

Second  Age  Group 

Third  Age  Group  


1130 

1734 

1137 


4001 


165 

2534 


2699 


223 

403 

368 


994 


Classification  of  General  Conditions  of  Pupils 
Inspected  during  the  Year  1949. 


A 

Good 

B 

Fair 

C 

Poor 

Entrants 

651 

467 

12 

Second  Age  Group 

714 

951 

69 

Third  Age  Group 

524 

582 

31 

TOTAL  ... 

1889 

2000 

112 

.65 


Assistant  County  Medical  Officer's  Reports  : — 

(a)  Dr.  Helen  P.  Lindsay  reports  as  follows: — 

The  chief  ailments  in  school  children  seem  to  be  respiratory 
in  nature,  no  doubt  due  to  the  air  pollution  in  this  industrial  area. 
There  appears  to  be  a large  percentage  of  children  with  greatly 
nypertropmeu  tonsils,  ana  many  of  the  younger  children  especi- 
ally suffer  from  frequent  attacks  of  bronchitis.  We  also  have  a 
number  of  cases  of  bronchiectasis.  There  are  many  children  with 
palpable  cervical  glands.  Among  the  second  inspection  group 
there  are  many  children  with  slight  rickety  deformity  of  the  legs; 
this  is  much  less  marked  among  the  children  entering  schools, 
showing  the  benefits  derived  from  the  regular  supply  of  milk, 
cod  liver  oil,  and  orange  juice. 

There  are  relatively  few  cases  of  marked  deformity  in  the 
Area.  What  few  we  have  are  kept  under  regular  supervision  and 
are  supplied  with  any  necessary  appliance.  The  school  dinners 
and  milk  and  cod  liver  oil  given  in  the  school  are  all  pTaying  their 
part  in  building  up  the  health  of  the  children  in  the  Division.  The 
provision  of  cod  liver  oil  (or  halibut  liver  oil)  in  capsule  form 
should  help  considerably,  for  the  difficulty  of  administering  pure 
cod  liver  oil  in  liquid  form  has  been  a deterrent  in  the  past. 

Apart  from  inspections  at  school,  observation  is  kept  on  ail- 
ing children  at  the  School  Clinics,  which  are  held  weekly  at  each 
Child  Welfare  Centre.  Here,  also,  treatment  for  minor  ailments 
such  as  eye,  ear,  and  skin  conditions  is  carried  out. 

The  Sun  Ray  Clinic  at  the  Denaby  Child  Welfare  Centre  is  of 
great  benefit  during  the  winter  months  especially  to  children  who 
live  in  congested  areas  m T7ie  valley. 

The  Paediatric  Clinic  conducted  by  Dr.  C.  C.  Harvey  has  been 
of  great  service.  Cases  which  require  a more  extensive  examina- 
tion than  is  possible  during  a routine  inspection  at  school  are 
referred  to  this  Clinic  for  thorough  investigation.  This  has  been 
most  helpful  in  clearing  up  some  of  the  more  obscure  cases. 

(b)  Immunisation  in  Schools. 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  amount  of  immunisation 
done  in  schools,  and  there  should  be  more  time  available  for  this 
In  the  future.  Many  mothers  prefer  to  have  their  children  im- 
munised at  school  as  they  are  less  nervous  when  accompanied  by 
their  class  mates.  The  lack  of  suitable  accommodation  in  over- 
crowded schools  hampers  the  carrying  out  of  this  work  and  is 
also  an  adverse  factor  to  the  medical  inspections  themselves. 

(c)  Course  in  London  for  ascertainment  of  M.D.  and  ELS.N. 

Children. 

I am  grateful  for  the  opportunity  of  taking  this  course,  it  was 
most  instructive  and  interesting.  The  organisation  was  good  and 
a happy  atmosphere  prevailed.  Opportunity  was  provided  for 
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visiting  diflerenl  types  of  institutions  where  the  care  and  educa- 
tion ol  these  unfortunates  could  be  seen  at  close  quarters.  Un- 
fortunately at  present  there  are  so  few  facilities  for  children 
requiring  special  teaching  either  in  special  classes  or  special 
scuools.  \vith  the  increasing  shortage  of  teachers  the  special 
facilities  previously  afforded  in  some  schools  have  been  reduced. 

. ...  ' • ‘ 1-  1 • ' * 4 < 

(d>  Problem  of  unclean  Children  and  Infestations. 

The  percentage  of  unclean  children  is  small,  there  are  few 
cases  of  scabies  or  other  body  infestations  but  the  number  of 
children  with  dirty  heads  has  been' far  too  high.  The  increase  in 
the  nursing  stall'  has  enabled  an  intensive  clean-up.  There  is 
little  co-operation  from  some  of  the  mothers  of  these  children, 
and  this  necessitates  constant  inspection  in  school  by  the  nurses. 
The  condition  is  always  much  worse  after  the  long  summer 
Vacation.  - With  the  help  of  D.D.T.  hair  lotion  there  has  been  a 
big  improvement  during  the  recent  month  or  two. 

* r - *'  * . , : • ; _ ...  lij'. 

(e)  Nutritional  standards. 

There  has  be6n  a gradual  step-up  in  both  heights  and 
weights,  and  this  seems  to  be  continuing. 

(f)  Waiting  List  for  T’s  and  A’s. 

The  long  waiting  time  before  an  appointment  can  be  given 
is  bringing  this  school  service  into  disrepute.  Parents  find  that 
the  general  practitioner  gets  his  cases  attended  to  much  earlier. 

(g)  Open  Air  School  Cases. 

A stay  in  an  open  air  school  'usually  gives  very  definite 
results,  but,  if  places  were  available,  more  lasting  results  would 
be  gained  by  a longer  stay,  especially  when  the  home  conditions 
are  poor,  Too  often  children  relapse  after  returning  to  over- 
crowded, unsuitable  homes.  As  more  houses  are  available,  the 
parents  of  these  children  should  be  given  a chance  to  improve 
their  housing  conditions  before  receiving  them  back  from  open 
air  schools. 

(h)  Spectacles. 

There  seems  to  be  an  ever  increasing  number  of  children 
who  require  to  wear  glasses.  The  frames  at  present  being  sup- 
plied do  not  appear  to’  be  strong  enough  for  school  children, 
judging  by  the  number  being  constantly  broken,  especially  at 
the  jointings. 

Dr.  B.  R.  A.  Demaine  reports  as  follows  : — 

(a)  Each  Department  in  my  area  had  a routine  inspection  carried 
out  in  1949.  In  addition  to  the  routine  groups,  re-examination 
cases  were  seen  and  also  specials.  Reports  were  made  on  school 
premises  where  necessary. 
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Parents  responded  well  in  accompanying  children  to  rout- 
ine inspections,  the  response  being  best  in  the  Infants’  and  Junior 
Mixed  Departments. 

Co-operation  and  help  by  the  Head  Teachers  has  been  very 
satisi actor y notwithstanding  the  lack  of  space  and  privacy  in 
some  of  the  older  buildings  and  this  lack  of  suitable  accommoda- 
tion in  several  schools  necessitates  longer  Lime  to  carry  out  the 
work. 

Inspection  and  examination  of  Mentally  Handicapped  child- 
ren has  been  carried  out  in  the  period  of  school  holidays,  both 
in  the  homes  and  at  the  Clinics.  It  is  more  satisfactory  to  carry 
out  the  mental  tests  at  a Centre,  as  the  average  child  requiring 
examination  comes  from  a home  where  there  is  overcrowding 
and  it  is  impossible  for  either  the  child  or  the  examiner  to  con- 
centrate properly  on  the  tests.  Parents  of  these  mentally  han- 
dicapped children  are  gradually  becoming  more  co-operative  and 
the  cases  of  active  opposition  are  less  frequently  met. 

(b)  Immunisation. 

The  period  between  the  Whitsuntide  holidays  and  August 
Summer  holidays  was  devoted  to  this.  There  was  difficulty  in 
getting  the  numbers  for  those  awaiting  their  first  course,  and  for 
those  requiring  refresher  doses.  Infants’  schools  were  selected 
first.  Those  children  who  had  not  been  previously  immunised 
were  given  3 doses  of  T.A.F.  at  fortnightly  intervals,  and  refresher 
doses  were  given  at  the  same  time  to  those  who  had  previously 
been  immunised  in  infancy.  As  some  of  this  work  had  to  be  done 
without  the  help  of  the  School  Nurses,  the  clerical  work  Involved 
was  completed  during  the  summer  holidays.  After  the  holidays 
refresher  doses  were  given  in  the  Junior  Schools  and  a few  in 
Senior  Schools  when  requested. 

(c)  Infestation. 

Actual  cases  found  at  routine  inspections  are  becoming  fewer, 
owing  to  more  frequent  and  more  rigorous  campaigns  on  the 
part  of  the  School  Nurses  arid  Health  Visitors.  It  is  worse  follow- 
ing the  summer  holidays. 

(d)  Nutritional  Standards. 

Worked  out  from  Hie  Tables  very  few  cases  of  malnutrition 
are  now  seen,  owing  to  canteen  meals.  The  “C”  child  is  usually 
small  owing  to  some  physical  or  psychological  defect. 

(e)  T’s  and  A’s. 

We  tried  to  get  priority  by  assessing  each  case  represented 
on  E.N.T.l.  with  a number,  the  most  urgent  cases  getting  100  and 
others  marked  accordingly.  Some  of  the  most  urgent  have  been 
treated  but  the  persistent  chronic  cases  of  Otitis  Media  are  a 
source  of  worry. 


(f)  Open  Air  School. 

Ten  cases  have  gone  this  year  from  this  Division.  The  child- 
ren benefit  but  sometimes  relapse  for  a period  after  return  as  the 
routine  ol  early  bedtime  and  sufficient  fresh  air  is  often  difficult 

to  obtain. 

# 

(g)  School  Attendance  Officers. 

School  Attendance  Officers  are  co-operative  and  willing  to 
help.  They  may  be  sometimes  over  zealous  in  cases  where  the 
child  is  already  under  the  Family  Doctor. 

(h)  School  Nurses  and  Clerical  Staff. 

Appreciation  is  recorded  of  conscientious  work  put  in  by  the 
School  Nurses  and  Health  Visitors,  and  the  courtesy  of  the  cleri- 
cal staff. 

(C)  DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICERS’  CONCLUSION  ON  TIIE 
SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

1 am  satisfied  that  a good  start  has  been  made,  under  the 
circumstances,  since  Divisionalisation,  and  this  is  in  a great 
measure  due  to  the  sound  clinical  work  consequent  upon  ex- 
perience of  both  Dr.  Barbara  R.  A.  Demaine  and  Dr.  Helen  F. 
Lindsay. 

The  Ultra-Violet  Ray  Clinic  referred  to  in  the  foregoing 
reports,  and  which  is  held  at  the  Denaby  Child  Welfare  Centre,  is 
grossly  overworked,  and  as  reported  under  the  heading  “Child 
Welfare  Centres”  efforts  are  being  made  to  obtain  a further  lamp 
for  installation  in  the  Mexborough  Child  Welfare  Centre.  This 
would  alleviate  the  considerable  strain  at  present  imposed  on  the 
existing  unit,  and  would  mean  less  travelling  for  the  Dearne  Area 
patients. 

Finally  I would  like  to  record  that  a great  deal  of  help  has 
been  forthcoming  during  the  year  from  the  School  Health  Sec- 
tion at  County  Hall,  Wakefield,  and  this  assistance  is  much  ap- 
preciated in  solving  the  many  and  varied  problems  which  arise 
in  this  Division. 
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